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Newsletter, December 2018  
The latest news from ACE for its community of parents, staff and children 
 

 
 

Welcome to the December edition of the ACE newsletter, where we look back on a successful second half to the 

Autumn term. Read on for news from both nurseries and dates for your diaries. 

 

Some quick reminders:  

● ACE Nursery School closes for Christmas at 12.30pm on Wednesday 19th December and re-opens for the spring 

term on Friday 4th January 2019. 

● At ACE Day Nursery, the last day of term is Friday 21st December and we start again on Wednesday 2nd January 

2019.  

 

Thank you: 

● To everyone who has sent cards, messages, gifts and good wishes for the holiday season.  We hope you all have 

an enjoyable break. 
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ACE NEWS 

News from Big ACE 

What a busy half term this has been! Some of our most 

exciting times have been on our many trips:  

 

Our weekly Friday morning “gym sessions” at Kelsey 

Kerridge Sports Centre began after the October half-

term holiday.  We supported this by setting up a mini 

gym in the Little Room the week before we went to the 

sports centre.  We are accompanied by a parent helper 

and each week a group of around nine children is taken 

- with three members of staff - to engage in a range of 

activities, from ball games and obstacle courses to yoga 

and mindfulness. 

 
 

The children enjoyed outings to buy fruit and 

vegetables from the market stall in Fitzroy Street.  The 

children took their own shopping list, comprising a 

clipboard with picture cards (and words) of the items 

they wished to purchase. 

 
 

One of the children is fascinated by dinosaurs so we 

decided to extend this interest by organising a visit to 

the Sedgwick Museum.  
 

 
 

To raise money for Children in Need, we arranged a 

walk around Parker’s Piece. With everyone wearing 

pyjamas for the event, we raised almost £100. Thank 

you! 
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We followed this up with Christmas Jumper Day last 

week in support of Save the Children and received 

donations of almost £40 – thank you again! 

 

Halloween and bonfire night were celebrated in 

various ways: we had fun making paint splatter pictures 

(like fireworks), ‘spooky rolls’ (white bread rolls that 

looked like ghosts!), pretending to be witches and 

wizards that made potions, and so on. 

 

 
 

Mandala patterns have been a focus of the children’s 

learning this half term. These are patterns which are 

often associated with a circle, or an identifiable centre 

point. The children have been busy creating mandala 

patterns using a variety of loose parts, both natural and 

otherwise, indoors and outdoors.  Their geometric 

designs have included patterns in a frame, patterns 

with leaves in the garden around a tree trunk - the list is 

endless!   

 

 
 

 
 

Making things has led to further learning here at ACE: 

Alicia (Alexander’s mummy) made a wonderful snake 

using recycled fabric from the scrapstore.  The children 

enjoyed measuring it informally and then Diana 

introduced tape measures, which in turn led to the 

children being interested in measuring each other.  We 

ended up with a height chart which the children loved 
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using together.  This encouraged the use of lots of 

vocabulary related to measuring, height, relative size 

etc.  

 
 

 
 

At ‘singing time’, which takes place daily just after 

noon, the children have been acting out stories. They 

quickly became proficient in an entry level production 

of Goldilocks, and since then have branched out into 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff and more recently The 

Enormous Turnip. 

 

Care home visits have been a new theme for us this 

term.  We started with a visit to Lindsey’s mother in her 

care home before half-term and subsequently we have 

initiated a link with St George’s Care Home in Russell 

Street.  Thank you to Johanna, Imogen’s mummy, for 

getting this off the ground and accompanying us on our 

first visit.  The children made pots with residents and 

the help of Bob, the potter.  We returned last week to 

see the results of our work once they had been fired 

and enjoyed re-engaging with the residents we met 

before.   

 

 
 

Science has also been a bit of a theme this half-term, 

following on from a course that Laura attended called 

“Bangs and Bubbles”.  We experimented with 

vegetables and purchased some new resources: 

Newton’s cradle, 3D pin art and an early years electrical 

experiment kit to make a light bulb.   We set up our 

overhead projector in the Little Room and the children 

had fun enlarging objects on the wall, as well as 

learning about shadows.   
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Following training attended by Virginie, we have 

introduced more democracy into the ACE routine.  For 

example, she asked the children whether or not they 

would like to listen to some soft music whilst they were 

eating their lunch.  Parents have also been sending in 

their playlists.  Thank you! 

 

On the music front, we took a group of nine children to 

the Encore concert at St Andrew’s Church on the 

morning of Thursday 13th December.  Thanks to Emily, 

Wilbur’s mummy, for initiating this and after booking 

tickets we discovered that Paula, Millie’s mummy, 

formed part of the Cantabrigian group scheduled to 

perform! 

  
This half term has seen us celebrating Christmas.  The 

children made a wonderful Christmas tree and table 

decorations out of recycled materials.  We have also 

been learning about other celebrations like Hanukkah 

thanks to Theodor, Ayala’s daddy. 

 
You may know that we have had a year long association 

with the Fitzwilliam Museum and the Botanic Garden, 

which stems from our “Nursery in Residence” project in 

October 2017.  The Fitzwilliam organised a seminar in 

November 2018 on the back of their findings and 

Virginie was able to go along and meet some of the 

delegates, explaining the involvement of ACE.  If anyone 

would like an electronic copy of the 77 page Nursery in 

Residence” Project report, please email the office.  
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News from Little ACE 

At Little ACE, even the youngest children are 
encouraged to be independent and can do many things 
for themselves. They can help themselves to drinking 
water, have a go at putting their own coats on using the 
‘up and over’ method and this half term the children 
have all done very well! The weekly snack outing is 
arranged for different days to give all children a turn to 
be fully involved in purchasing our snacks. Similarly, our 
library visits give the children a sense of achievement 
when they can use the machine to take out their 
chosen books. At meal times, staff support the children 
to serve their own food, either using small tongs to pick 
up carrots or spoons to serve rice and pasta. Each day 
we choose a ‘helper’ and they are supported to help 
staff set up the meal table, counting the plates and 
cups. We have very helpful and independent children! 
 

 
Priory is the bear who lives at Little ACE and this term 
has once again been to some exciting places. He’s 
swung on a really big swing, been to soft play and 
baked cakes with Izzy, built train tracks with Alex, went 
to Center Parcs with Amelia; visited Audley End to see 
Father Christmas and been on a train with Mikey; and 
he was even spotted at the ACE Christmas Fayre! If you 
would like an adventure with Priory Bear then please let 
us know. Thank you all for looking after him so well. 

For Children in Need, the children were busy all week 
preparing for the bake sale and on the day we had quite 
a spread: chocolate krispie cakes, fairy buns, cheese 
and tomato whirls, chocolate brownies - delicious! At 
home, Paulina made a wonderful fruit cheesecake and 
Sharon’s grandchildren made shortbread biscuits. 
Thank you, ladies, for your donations. On the day itself, 
all the children were invited to dress up and staff joined 
in, too. The children had delivered little leaflets to our 
neighbours, inviting them to our bake sale. There was a 
lovely community feel at the event and we raised 
£153.68. 

 

 
 
For Thanksgiving, Olivia asked the forest school 
children to bring back a big stick so she could use it as a 
‘Thankful Tree’. Olivia organised some lovely 
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opportunities for the children to talk about 
Thanksgiving. The staff and children spoke about what 
they were thankful for or what they really liked. The 
staff wrote these thoughts on a paper leaf which can be 
found on the tree on our window sill.  Sharon our cook 
prepared a lovely Quorn roast dinner and we read out 
what was written on the leaves. Olivia also set up a corn 
on the cob printing activity for the children to explore 
making different marks. 
 

 
For Diwali, Jade and the children made candle holders 
from salt dough to take home, marking the festival of 
light. Parents and children were also invited to try a 
traditional ’Barfi sweet’ which is mainly made from 
condensed milk and rolled in coconut. 

 

  
 
Jo has successfully completed her forest school first aid 
course – well done Jo! Other news from forest school is 
probably best shared through our diary entries, so here 
are a few: 

 
Thursday 25th October  
Before leaving this morning, Jo 
asked the children what they 
wanted to do. The group suggested 
that they find some mountains to 

climb, so they set off on a very cold morning to find 
some mountains! On the way to we saw some 
cormorants in a tree and we talked about how these 
birds can swim under water to catch their food. We also 
saw lots of dogs on our journey, so we reminded one 
another of our rule to stay still and wait for the dog to 
pass. In the forest we had great fun mixing mud and 
water to make mud pies, and transported water from 
the river to the mud slide with our buckets. We also had 
a surprise visit from a swan that came to see what we 
were up to!  
 

 
 
Wednesday 18th November  
What a lovely bright fresh morning it was! Six children 
walked across to Logan’s Meadow and spent most of 
their time by the trees. Some attempted tree climbing 
while others played on the large logs that were on the 
ground. Natalie and the group imagined they were 
riding on a train which then quite quickly morphed into 
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a boat. The group was fantastic, supporting each other 
during the session with lots of ‘helping hands’ when 
climbing the trees and logs, and demonstrating great 
team work! 

 
 
Forest School - Thursday 29th November  
Forest school this morning was a very windy one and 
we were joined by Will (Sylvie’s daddy). As we walked 
down to the river, we watched the leaves blowing 
around the sky. While walking along the river we saw 
some rowers passing us in a boat race. When we talked 
about the different colours of the boats, some of the 
children said that their favourite was the pink boat. As 
we walked over to the meadow, we could feel the wind 
on our faces and if we turned round the other way our 
hair blew in our faces. When we got to the forest, we 
noticed that some trees had been cut down so we went 
in search of wood chippings. We found a big pile by the 
river and played in it for a while.  Will let the children 
look through his binoculars. 

  
In November, we re-visited Langdon House care home. 
Jade organised afternoon tea for the children and 
residents, after which they enjoyed some stories 
together and the residents watched the children play 
hoop games. Our next visit was as a whole group for 
some Christmas singing just before the end of term.  
ACE families were very generous and donated several 
wonderful gifts for us to take to the residents, which 
were gratefully received. Thank you. We also have a 
connection with the Head of an early years charity that 
has been involved with lots of intergenerational 
activities, including the Channel 4 programme, ‘Old 
people’s home for 4-year olds’, so we aim to share 
some good practice and exchange ideas in the new 
year.  

  
For Christmas singing at Christchurch, the staff team 
went one step further than in previous years with 
costumes for the children and a little stage direction! 
We had nine angels in white bed sheets with fluffy 
halos and eight shepherds in brown bed sheets with tea 
towels on their heads. Needless-to-say, they all looked 
the part. The children walked down the aisle to ‘O little 
town of Bethlehem’ and sat around a cot filled with hay 
as well as a baby doll. We sang, we danced and finished 
with ‘We wish you a merry Christmas’. Of course, there 
were a few tears when the children saw their mummies 
and daddies, but everyone sat together and sang, 
waved stars and jingled bells. At the end everyone 
enjoyed well deserved gingerbread and mince pies.
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THANK YOUS! 

  Christmas Fayre 

 
First of all, a big thank you to everyone who came to 

our annual Christmas Fayre. Initially the rain poured, 

encouraging everyone inside to enjoy the festive fun, 

before a break in the clouds meant that we could 

gather in the garden to sing in celebration, 

accompanied by Ron and Edith.  

 

 
 

As is always the case with events like this, there are 

many people to thank. Sophie and Chelsea deserve 

special thanks for masterminding the afternoon – 

organising all the activities, as well as the large team of 

volunteers. James and his helpful elves provided an 

exciting opportunity for our little ones to meet Father 

Christmas for the whole afternoon!  

 

Thanks to everyone who donated raffle prizes, baked 

and bought cakes/international dishes, face-painted, 

helped set up or run an activity, wrapped up gifts in 

advance for Father Christmas to hand out, served 

refreshments and of course to the clean up team led by 

Shiri.   We would also like to thank Frank, Eve’s daddy, 

for designing the poster for the event.  

Thanks to the Page family, the event 

was beautifully documented and a 

selection of photographs are on 

display at ACE. 

 
Thank you to all the businesses and individuals who 

donated gifts for the raffle. Including Mr Barber’s, 

Wacky Hair, Dumbleton Photography, Gresham House 

Wellness Spa, Finn Jordan, Refresh salon, Five Blends, 

Hot Numbers Gwydir Street, Prana restaurant, Hill’s 

Road tennis centre, Thirsty, Maison Clement, Fitzwilliam 

Museum and Heffers.  Proceeds from the raffle 

(approximately £70) have been credited to the ACE 

bursary fund. Some parents are currently writing and 

delivering thank you letters to the businesses who 

supported us.   
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Co-op Hours 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Big ACE, thanks go to everyone who has helped us 

this term, including:  Johanna (Imogen’s mummy) for 

setting up the care home link; all the parents who are 

helping out with the weekly visits to Kelsey Kerridge 

gym sessions including Andrea, Inga and Adam;  Alex, 

(Aggie C’s mummy) for making firework fruit kebabs 

with the children and Natacha (Marius’s mummy) for 

cooking Christmas biscuits with a group this week; 

Alison, Hugo’s mummy, helped out with logistics in 

relation to the AGM; Paula (Millie’s mummy), comes in 

to lead singing time at Big ACE most Thursdays;  Matt, 

Fox and Blue’s daddy, for various dump runs and 

covering/repainting one of our tables; and Emily, 

Wilbur’s mummy, for organising the Encore outing.  

 

Thanks, too, to all those parents who have wrapped 

gifts and put up festive decorations (including 

Shanshan, Miriam, Shiri, Kirsty and Johanna). Thanks to 

our gardeners - Kieran, Teddy’s daddy, and Eoin, 

Róisín’s daddy, for various garden tasks including 

painting the shed, playhouse, plant trough, removing 

ivy, clearing leaves etc. 

 

Thanks to Ariane, Ada F’s mummy, for taking things to 

the dump;  to Kristine, Sofija’s mummy, for shredding; 

to Steph (Penny’s mummy) for sewing towels; to Alicia 

(Alexander’s mummy) for making the lovely snake 

referred to earlier, and to all those who are regularly 

cleaning toys, shopping and doing the ACE laundry. 

 

 

Thank you Rob (Freya’s daddy) for updating the 

questionnaires on the ACE website and Paul (Henry’s 

daddy) for other IT help.  

 
From Little ACE, thanks go to: Vanessa, Elisa’s mummy, 
for supporting a library outing and a Langdon Care 
home trip; to Doug, Amaya’s daddy, who has completed 
some maintenance tasks around the nursery; and to 
Tommy’s parents who collected and delivered our 
Christmas tree.  
 
Thank you Shiri, Mikey’s mummy, who wrapped up all 
the presents which will be given out to the children at 
the end of term party; and thanks to Izzy’s grandma for 
making our Christmas bunting and role play aprons. 
 
Thank you Andrew, Joseph’s daddy, and Rosie and Will, 
Sylvie’s parents, who have been our forest school 
helpers. 
  
Finally, we really appreciate all the feedback we have 

received from you via the forms we sent out.  There is a 

permanent feedback form on the ACE website.  We are 

also encouraging parents to participate in our long-term 

plan; all parents are welcome to share with us any 

suggestions they may have for festivals or celebrations 

they would like us to participate in. Please do contact us 

should you wish to be more involved.   

 

There has been a huge amount of support from ACE 

parents this term - thank you all for everything you’ve 

done.  If you haven’t completed your co-op hours for 

the term, please pay in lieu at £15/hour. New hours will 

go up in January and these will run until April 2019. 
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STAFF NEWS 

Big ACE & Little ACE 

Along with a number of other local nursery schools, Lisa 

and Lindsey (Big ACE) attended a cluster meeting at St 

Matthew’s Primary school last week.  This time, the 

focus was on inclusion and a presentation was made by 

the Inclusion Co-ordinator at the school on supporting 

pupil premium children in the classroom.  All present 

were able to brainstorm ideas.    
 

Sadly Hanna will be leaving Big ACE in early January to 

pursue a new career.  We are currently recruiting for a 

replacement.  We wish Hanna well after more than four 

years at ACE.    
 

At Little Ace, Anna’s maternity leave started on Monday 
10th December and Olivia’s begins after Christmas. We 
wish them both all the very best! 
 

Staff have been continuing their professional 
development at ACE. Sarah Hughes attended the ‘Just 
Play Conference’ on Saturday 10th November. She 
returned with outdoor game ideas, which will be 
introduced to the children after Christmas during 
focused group times. Jade attended training on ‘Early 
Talk: Working with Under 3s’ which prompted her to 
look at the ‘Talking Together in Cambridgeshire’ 
Facebook page. It’s really helpful for tips and 
suggestions on promoting literacy in the early years 
https://www.facebook.com/Talking-Together-in-
Cambridgeshire-169633467041087/ 
 

Jo attended her forest school first aid training in 
November where she enjoyed sharing good forest 
school practice with colleagues. Sarah P attended a 
Safeguarding Conference which was a great networking 
opportunity. Sharon refreshed her basic child 
protection training and bumped into Diana from the 
Nursery School. 
 

We look forward to welcoming Amy and Priscella to the 
Day Nursery team in January 2019. Amy will take on a 

key person role and will work full time, while Priscella 
will work part time and job share with Sarah Hughes. 
Darlena and baby Polly have been in to visit and both 
are doing extremely well. They joined us for Christmas 
singing at Langdon House and managed to squeeze in 
Christmas lunch with us too! 

Staff Profile - Paulina, Little ACE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Paulina Boguszewska.  I grew up in Poland 
and came to England 8 years ago.  My journey with 
childcare started at Long Road Sixth Form College, 
where I studied for my Level 2 in Health and Social Care.  
I completed a placement at Mayfield Day Nursery and 
this is when I decided to carry on developing my skills 
and knowledge. I became a playworker at the University 
of Cambridge holiday playscheme and simultaneously 
studied for my Level 3 qualification.  After that, wanting 
to become a better practitioner, I applied for a course at 
Birmingham City University and completed one year of 
my degree in Early Childhood Studies.  An opportunity 
arose to work for a charity called “Action for Children” 
where I took on the role of children’s service worker.  In 
December 2017, I applied for my current role at ACE Day 
Nursery.  I have always wanted to work in a nursery and 
now I have been at Little ACE for almost one year.

https://www.facebook.com/Talking-Together-in-Cambridgeshire-169633467041087/
https://www.facebook.com/Talking-Together-in-Cambridgeshire-169633467041087/
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ACE Committee 

At the AGM in November, our new committee was voted in.  Enormous thanks go to the outgoing committee which 

included some long term supporters of ACE.  Here we welcome the new committee; their roles are outlined below: 

Role Name Child at Little and/or Big 

ACE 

Chair Shafiya Mahmood Little ACE 

Treasurer Liam Kelly  Big ACE 

Secretary James Sims Williams Big ACE 

HR/Staff liaison/Education 

team 

Nic Kidston Big ACE 

Social events, child protection 

and social responsibility lead 

Shirlene Badger Big ACE 

Education team lead Jessie Freeman Little & Big ACE 

Social events Shiri Gold Little & Big ACE 

Social events and alumni 

newsletter 

Natacha Vaisset Big ACE 

Social events and education 

team member 

Sophie Radford Little & Big ACE 

Newsletter Rosie Humphrey Little ACE 

Social events, community 

liaison and education team 

member 

Johanna Harris Big ACE 

Headteacher Lisa Tuohy   

Day Nursery Manager Sarah Piotrowski   

Education team members review the ACE policies.  The business team looks at ACE investments and finances. 

 

Should you wish to contact the committee directly, please email: ace.parents.committee@gmail.com 

  

mailto:ace.parents.committee@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT DATES for 2019

Term Dates 

ACE Nursery School 
Friday 4th January:  Spring term commences 
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February (inclusive): Half-term holiday.  Holiday playscheme available 
Thursday 4th April: Last day of Spring term 
Friday 5th April – Tuesday 23rd April (inclusive): Closed. Easter holiday playscheme available 8th – 12th April 
Wednesday 24th April: Summer term commences 
 

ACE Day Nursery 
Monday 24th December – Tuesday 1st January (inclusive): Christmas holidays 
Wednesday 2nd January: Spring term commences 
Monday 15th – Monday 22nd April (inclusive): Easter holidays 
 

Social Events 

 
Saturday 9th February: International Breakfast, 10 am - 12 noon at ACE Day Nursery 
 

Saturday 30th March: Easter Fayre, 2-4pm at ACE Nursery School 
 

Tuesday 21st May: Parents’ Social Evening, 7.30pm+ at The Cricketers 
 

Saturday 22nd June: Teddy Bears’ Picnic and Alumni Event, 2-4pm at Wandlebury Country Park 
 

Tuesday 1st October: Parents’ Social Evening, 7.30pm+ at The Cricketers 
 

Saturday 12th October: Pumpkin Party, 2-4pm at ACE Nursery School 
 

Tuesday 12th November: Annual General Meeting, 7.30 for 8.00pm at ACE Day Nursery 

 
Don’t forget… 

Parents of children eligible for reception places at primary school in September 2019 (children born between 1/9/14 

and 31/8/15) should apply for school places online by Tuesday 15th January 2019.   See this link for further information:  

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-&-learning/apply-for-a-school-

place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school/ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-&-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-&-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school/

