December 2020
The latest news from ACE for parents, staff and children

As we near the end of a very strange year, what a lot ACE and all its children have achieved, despite the
exceptional circumstances! Herewith the winter edition of our newsletter; read on for news from both nurseries
and dates for your diaries.
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ACE NEWS
Thoughts on the pandemic
We’re pleased that both nurseries have been able to operate throughout the autumn term, albeit in new ways
given the pandemic. Thank you for co-operating by communicating closely with us about illnesses this term;
please continue to do this through the holiday period by emailing with any test updates. Many of us are
looking forward to spending time with families during the break but we would ask everyone to also be mindful
of the ACE community coming back together in early January. If you are travelling during the festive period,
please observe any quarantine guidelines on your return and remember there is only a week between the end
of the UK government’s “Christmas bubble” (when three households are permitted to mix) and the first day of
the ACE spring term. We want to do our collective best to keep everyone as safe as we can.
ACE Nursery School
In our October newsletter, we shared
news of the magnificent amount raised
by donations to the ‘ACE leavers’ fund’ –
just over £1000! This generosity
enabled us to create a sensory room
full of new resources such as a rabbit
light, plasma ball, colour changing
bubble lamb, night light and light
projector as well as a fish tank (not containing real fish!), textured panels
and torches. The idea for the sensory room was generated partly from a
focus on mindfulness following the long lockdown period earlier this year.
Rebecca, our newly appointed DP (Designated Person) for environment and
Bethany, our DP for Sensory and IT, originated the idea and we were
delighted to make it happen using the leavers’ funds. The room has caused
much joy for the children and also allowed them a quiet area for reflection
as well as yoga. The new Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum highlights
the importance of wellness for staff and children, particularly post lockdown.
In celebration of Thanksgiving, alongside yoga poses (tree, flower and
resting – to be grateful for nature and the stars) we enjoyed sitting and thinking about
what it means to be thankful and what we are thankful for (answers included, “me”,
daddy, a friend, everything, the planet, the sky, winter, chocolate, sweets, pasta, cuddles
and mummy).
The 2020 leavers’ fund also allowed us to buy some twinkly lights and bike lights for the
garden, which have made for some magical, illuminated afterschool club fun!
December 2020

Physical development has been a particular focus this half-term. Thank you for sending in songs from home
for the children to enjoy dancing to at ACE. We’ve made the most of the fact that many of the children are
enthusiastic dancers! We have created spiders’ webs out of masking tape and then thought about how to
traverse each one; moving under, over and through it trying not
to get stuck. Taking our physical development even further, and
in honour of Captain Sir Thomas Moore who raised so much for
the NHS by walking laps of his garden, we arranged a sponsored
walk for the children. We made as many circuits as we could of
the path in the ACE back garden, all in aid of Children in Need.
Thank you for your generous support! The children
did a brilliant job, completing 997 laps in the week
commencing 9th November. There was walking,
running, a conga, even a superhero day (dressed up
in capes) and sometimes the children linked together by holding hoops or a rope. You donated an
amazing £714 which has been transferred to the charity.
We noticed a number of the boys and girls were interested in playing with
toy vehicles at nursery and this developed into a transport theme with
large scale road construction in the big room. In the garden we practised
bike maintenance and had fun using tyres rolled in paint to do some dynamic painting, as well as cycling through paint and onto paper (as pictured on the front cover).
Elsewhere in the garden, we decided to make good use of some of the old
children’s wellingtons boots with our ‘bulb in a
boot’ project. Each child chose a boot (which had
already had a hole made in the sole for drainage) and then filled it with compost before adding a daffodil bulb. We talked about roots and shoots, working out which
way up to plant the bulb. The boots were taken home by the children to tend. We
also planted some daffodil bulbs in the garden so we can see when they sprout; it
will be lovely to hear how the bulbs at home are getting on too.
The Royal Astronomical Society held a ‘Tales of Mars’ event via Zoom (thank
you to Liudmila, Max’s mummy, for bringing this event to our attention)
which we were delighted to join as part of the space theme we have been
enjoying. The children learned about the planets in our solar system, made
space suits and thought about how fun it would be if we didn’t have gravity
during lunchtime. How would we eat food that is flying around the room?
In addition, we have been working on life skills, enhanced with suggestions
from home. We’ve been practising skills like putting on our own hats, gloves and coats, then taking them off
and storing gloves in coat pockets hats in sleeves, taking off shoes and socks then putting them back on again,
laying the table with cutlery, plates and cups, putting the lids on pens and more. We also challenged the
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children to follow a set of recipe picture cards (annotated in part by the children) and make honey flapjacks on
their own as much as possible. We used a recipe handed down by Sally, the deputy head before Lindsey (who
retired in 2011). We saw lots of excellent teamwork and the results were delicious.

It wouldn’t be Autumn and Winter without enjoying a range of fun seasonal activities. Thank you for sending
in photos of your child holding a number for our advent calendars (one for each of the Penguin and Puffin
groups). It has been great fun unveiling a new number/child each day. A photo collage of all the images was
created so you could join in the fun from home. Thank you to Roni and Yaniv, Amalia’s parents, for sending in
lots of useful information about Hanukkah, including a recipe for Latkes (grated potato
pancakes) and to Annie, Noa’s mummy, for helping us with ideas to celebrate
Thanksgiving.
Each group has made a Christmas tree out of recycled boxes and
some special gifts to take home. We have also enjoyed cooking,
games, a puppet show and practised wrapping up empty boxes – a
lot of tape was used in the process! Some children have been
dressing up in their festive jumpers/outfits and many children
have been spontaneously singing Christmas songs as they play
(Jingle Bells seems to be the most popular this year). We positively
encourage you to contact us with ideas for celebrating any
festivals or events that are significant in your household calendar.
Parent meetings were offered to all families of children at the
Nursery School and the take-up has been very good. Most
meetings took place over Zoom and provided a good chance
to catch up for more than is possible at drop off/pick up
times. Several parents said how convenient it was to be able
to log in from work. We would like to thank everyone (staff
included) for embracing this new way of meeting.
End of term arrangements
Please note that term finishes at 12.30pm on Friday 18th
December at the Nursery School. We will have lunch before
the children are picked up, so please send in lunch bags as
normal. Children are welcome to come dressed up.
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ACE Day Nursery

Like Big ACE, we decided to take part in a Save the Children fundraiser, using the
theme of Christmas to inspire us. We created an ‘elf’ outside with coloured
paper and a hole where children could pop their heads to make the elf’s face.
Families could then ask for an elf photo with their children dressed as a
Christmas elf!
Carrying on the Christmas theme, this is our second year taking part in the
Priory Road advent window display. An ex-Little ACE family who live on Priory
Road organise this festive activity for the street and this year it is even more
welcomed with the COVID restrictions – something to brighten our days! This
year we are number 9. The 25 participating houses all have an advent date and
on that day, they reveal their decorated window design with lights. They keep
their window illuminated from then until Christmas Day, so each day the street
becomes lit with an additional festive design and as the month progresses the
street becomes brighter as more windows are revealed.
Paulina took the lead for this year’s
design and involved the children as
much as possible. Paulina had a
great idea to tie the advent window
in with our elf outfit used in the
charity fundraising day for Save the
Children. This time the elf had a
snowy background, which was ideally
supported as snow fell in the ACE garden
recently – some of the children haven’t
seen snow before! After playing and
exploring with the real snow, Paulina - with the help from
the boys and girls - mixed white paint with flour and paint.
They then used their fingers and paintbrushes to create the
background. For the number 9 the boys and girls used
coloured dabbers to make their own colourful marks. They
even helped with making the elf’s arms and legs from shiny
foil paper. Paulina had a great idea to dress the elf in an ACE
t-shirt! The children added their own touches by making it a
little more sparkly. While creating with the advent window,
the children spoke about the elves ‘helping Father
Christmas’, which led nicely onto reading the story The Elves
and the Shoemaker.
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Last year we started the tradition of designing, making and decorating our own
Christmas tree, and we’ve had so much fun doing so again this year. Natalie
has been involving the children at every stage. She started by measuring and
marking out the card they would need. The children used rulers and pencils
and talked about the concepts of size; big and small. Next we painted the card
in the garden, mixing different green paints together. No tree is complete
without a few presents underneath it, so we wrapped boxes, thinking about
the size of paper we would need and what to use to stick the paper together.
Decorating the tree was another brilliant activity – the children got very creative, using sparkly paint and
sticking things onto wooden hanging shapes. Finally, we added lights, our handmade decorations and of
course a star to the tree.
The children have been talking about their trees at home, and our Christmas Tree song is now being sung all
the time! Here are the lyrics if you’d like to sing it at home with the children:
The Christmas Tree Song
(to the tune of London Bridge is falling down)
I’ve waited for my Christmas tree, Christmas tree, Christmas tree
I’ve waited for my Christmas tree, all year long.
And now it’s time to go and choose, go and choose, go and choose.
Now it’s time to go and choose, our Christmas tree.
We’ll bring it home to decorate, decorate, decorate.
We’ll bring it home to decorate, our Christmas tree.
With tinsel and some fairy lights, fairy lights, fairy lights,
With tinsel and some fairy lights, our Christmas tree.
It’s the finest Christmas tree, Christmas tree, Christmas tree.
It’s the finest Christmas tree on I’ve ever seen.

We hope you have a lot of fun singing this over the Christmas break! The last day of term at Little ACE is
Wednesday 23rd December. We can’t wait to hear what your little ones have been getting up to over the
holiday, and look forward to seeing them again in January.
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PUMPKIN ACTIVITIES
We would usually include a review of the social activities this term e.g. the pumpkin party and the winter
fayre; however, as it hasn’t been possible to hold these events, we are including some of the lovely pumpkin
photos you sent us from home.
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STAFF NEWS
Nursery School
As mentioned above, Rebecca and Bethany have been busy in their environment and
sensory roles. Lisa has updated her safeguarding training. The staff team is reviewing
policies that are relevant to their designated roles in the setting; these will then be shared
with the committee policy review team before being updated on the ACE website.
This week we were pleased to hear from Laura who is currently on maternity leave with her
baby daughter Martina in Tenerife (her family home). Christmas preparations are in full
swing judging by this photo!
The staff also enjoyed getting in the festive mood for their advent calendar photos…
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Day Nursery
We welcomed Sofia to our team in November. Sofia will look to start her level 2 diploma in September 2021,
and in the meantime Paulina, her mentor, is working with Sofia using an in-house training programme. Sofia
works four days per week.
Natalie has recently refreshed her First Aid training and Anna her Child Protection training.
We celebrated Amy’s 30th birthday during lockdown. Amy and her partner took a trip up to Thetford forest for
a long walk with their dog Luna.
Sarah P will be working 4 days a week from January. This will give Hanna the opportunity to job share with
Sarah as manager one day a week, with Natalie taking on the deputy role one day a week and Paulina now in
a leadership role one day a week as third in charge. We will trial this new set up for three months, after which
we will have a review. Congratulations to Hanna, Natalie and Paulina!
The staff couldn’t resist the opportunity to take it in turns to be the advent elf…

Can you name each elf?
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ACE PARENTS’ COMMITTEE NEWS
Welcome to the new committee, elected at the first ever virtual Annual General Meeting in the 54 year
history of ACE on 12th November 2020. There was a fantastic turnout of members (ACE parents and staff) –
thank you to everyone who tuned in to hear reports from both nurseries in this unprecedented year.
The new committee comprises:
Shiri Gold - Chair
Liam Kelly - Treasurer
Rosie Humphrey - Secretary and policies
Sarah Richey - Staff liaison officer/human resources lead and HR policies
Hannah Greene - Safeguarding lead and policies
Holly Beckett - Newsletter and social events
Tania Saigol Roth - Alumni newsletter and social events
Caspar Rebling - Policies
Jess Sweeney - Social events and environmental policy
Angharad Walter - Social events
Liudmila Zhukovskaya - Social events
Anna Masefield - Social events and policies
Liz Kirk - Policies
Alongside Lisa Tuohy, Headteacher, and Sarah Piotrowski, Day Nursery Manager
It’s wonderful to have two committee members (Angharad and Liam) who themselves attended ACE as
children! Thank you to everyone on the committee for the time and expertise you are already giving to ACE.
We are also grateful to Rob Boland who continues to support the committee on an almost daily basis by
updating the website so efficiently and to Andrii Utkin who has offered to help out in a non-committee role.
The committee can be contacted independently of either nursery via the email address below:

ace.parents.committee@gmail.com
The new committee held its first (virtual) meeting in late November and discussed a number of items. The
initial focus was on welcoming new committee members and running through the regulatory requirements of
Ofsted, Companies House and the Charity Commission. There were updates from both nurseries by Lisa and
Sarah P, a discussion on finances, a presentation on safeguarding, the drawing up of a strategy for policy
review and a discussion about social events. We hope to organise an online social event for the ACE
community in the spring term.
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Going forward there will be a focus on policies, working our way through all those on the website - initially - in
a collaborative approach between staff members and the committee. The designated staff member at both
settings will review the relevant policy initially and this will then be looked at by the policy reviewers on the
committee.
In this edition we feature Shiri (mother of Mikey at Big ACE) who has recently taken over as Chair of the ACE
Parents’ Committee.

Before starting at ACE, I tried another nursery for my eldest daughter.
The ACE waiting list just seemed too long. 6 months and a lot of self
doubt later, we finally stepped through the yellow gates, and everything
was different. From the very first meeting, ACE was welcoming, warm,
and trustworthy. In the 3 years since, I have never doubted the amazing
staff, the extensive learning, and the oodles of fun my kids were having
at ACE. ACE is a wonderful mix of motivated, enthusiastic, intelligent
staff that respond to kids in such a natural, respectful way that makes
them shine. I have certainly learned a lot as a mother from ACE
teachers, and a lot of ACE-ness has become a natural part of our
family life. The real surprise for me was the wonderful community
around ACE. Only a very special nursery can create such a bond between
kids and parents alike. I have met such wonderful parents here that have
become close friends, regardless of kids' friendships. I volunteered for
the ACE parents' committee to try and give a bit back, and this is my 3rd
year (and first as chair!)
I moved to Cambridge from the U.S. in 2006, studied at the university and have been working here since. I'm
one of those people that never expected to stay here this long... but Cambridge has a way of keeping you- with
its beauty, culture and people. It also happened that the British boyfriend became husband, so here we are 14
years later!
I am a software engineer and have been working in the tech industry for many years. I took a brief career
break when my kids were born, and worked (part time) at the university running a business accelerator- trying
to help tech startups in Cambridge establish themselves (with business advice, connections, and funding). It
was a very rewarding job, and I loved it. Sadly, the pandemic put a stop to such endeavours, so a few months
ago, mid-pandemic, I decided to go back to tech. I now run an artificial intelligence department creating
software and hardware used mostly in autonomous cars. (My personal advice- don't use a driverless car for a
few years yet).
2020 has been such a crazy year. The world has changed so much. I'm so proud and happy to see that ACE has
stood strong, and hardly changed at all. The kids can come through the yellow gate, and enjoy their days,
being somewhat oblivious to world events. There may be a bit more handwashing, or friends in a different
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bubble, but the ACE structure and ACE fun still rein. It's so rewarding to continue the carefree environment that
all kids should have. However, being on the parents' committee during the pandemic, I know how hard this was
to achieve. The ACE management team went through a rollercoaster of rules and regulations being set, then
changed, then revoked, and then changed again. They had to create new methodologies and routines, then
update them as we learned more about the virus. There was so much uncertainty, and yet the nursery
remained open to key workers throughout. The communication to staff, parents, and the committee was clear,
concise and reassuring. At a time when people were afraid to leave the house, ACE staff were volunteering to
come to work. The team and the wonderful parents' committee spent so much time and effort to make sure
everything ran like clockwork. I saw 2 places of employment go through the same turmoil, neither came even
close to the efficiency and success of ACE reopening. To our kids, there isn't much of a change. But the amount
of work that was done behind the scenes to achieve that was incredible.
This year will be my last at ACE, as my son is in his final year of Big ACE. My daughter loves her school, but still
gets so excited to see her ACE teachers at pickup, and tell them about her day. ACE will forever be a part of
them, and the ACE teachers such an influential force in their young lives. My experience of ACE has been iconic.
I can only hope that we all meet face to face at the Teddy Bears’ Picnic in June, share some wine and laughter,
as we watch our kids enjoying themselves. I look forward to seeing all of you there!

THANK YOU!
Big ACE co-op hours
We mentioned quite a few parents in the News and Committee sections above. In addition we
would like to thank the parents who have been helping us out by shopping, washing, mending
toys, IT tasks, sourcing chair covers, gardening, painting children’s chairs and generally carrying
out co-op tasks to ensure the smooth running of the nursery. Thank you everyone.
Little ACE co-op hours
Thank you to the families of Kit, Valentina, Jack, Hania, Margot and Layla for your continued help with our
washing, which has ramped up this year thanks to the pandemic and our new safety measures! Neva’s
mummy has helped us with wrapping presents. Lawrie’s daddy made a new sign for our mud kitchen. Kit D’s
daddy has been doing shopping for us, and Oscar M’s mummy and Jack’s daddy have been collecting our Tesco
shop. We also received some lovely donations of indoor plants from Drew’s mummy, Clara’s daddy and Gus’
mummy. Thank you also to Oscar M’s daddy for handling maintenance tasks and to Iris’ mummy for taking
some of our bulkier rubbish to the tip!
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DO YOU KNOW?


We promote life skills at both settings to encourage children to be
independent. At lunchtime at the Nursery School, children are pouring their
own drinks, laying out cutlery and either a bowl or plate. Those who bring
something in a flask then pour out the contents into the bowl and use the
appropriate cutlery.



We are always very happy to hear about what you’ve been doing at home. It’s
great for holistic planning for the children’s next steps, so do email your news
to the offices. We’d love to hear what you’ve been doing with the children over the holiday period. It’s
wonderful to be able to share stories from home during circle time. And we are enjoying cooking
recipes, as well as listening to music, from different cultures – please keep sending in your suggestions!



We have staff appreciation boards at both settings, which we use for sharing praise and thanks within
the staff team but we also display any email feedback from families.



Thank you to all the families who completed our parent questionnaire earlier this term. Some of your
suggestions have been acted upon already – for example the return of the telling tree at the Nursery
School, albeit virtually! In addition, a parent is helping us to look into sourcing fruit and vegetables
from a local supplier, which was another of your ideas. If you would still like to send in a response, it’s
not too late. We are always happy to hear from you. The link to the feedback form can be found here.
Alternatively you can wait until the spring term when we will send another questionnaire out.



Cambridgeshire County Council has just launched a free mobile app called 50 things to do before you
are 5. It is a resource offering parents and carers ideas for 50 different place-based activities that they
can try with their children. You can scan the QR code to download the app here . Further information
is available at cambspboro.50thingstodo.org

TERM DATES
ACE Nursery School
Friday 18th December, 12:30pm: autumn term ends
Tuesday 5th January 2021: spring term begins
Monday 15th – Friday 19th February: half-term holiday. Playscheme available
Thursday 25th March: last day of term
Friday 26th March – Monday 5th April inclusive: closed
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Tuesday 6th – Friday 9th April: closed - holiday playscheme available
Monday 12th April: closed
Tuesday 13th April: summer term begins
ACE Day Nursery
Wednesday 23rd December: last day of autumn term
Thursday 24th December – Friday 1st January 2021 inclusive: closed
Monday 4th January 2021: spring term begins
Friday 26th March: last day of term
Monday 29th March – Monday 5th April inclusive: closed
Tuesday 6th April: summer term begins

REMINDERS
To parents of children born between 1st September 2016 - 31st August 2017: primary school applications are
still open. The deadline is 15th January 2021. Visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions
If you are travelling over the break, please observe any quarantine requirements on your return. See the
gov.uk website for the latest information. Please continue to email us during the break with news of any
COVID tests/results and please be aware of the relatively short period between the end of the “Christmas
bubble” period and the start of the spring term.
Please don’t bring in toys/books from home as per our pandemic operational plan – thank you.
Please remember to label any new coats/clothes/shoes so that we can make sure they make their way back
to the right homes!

and finally…
Thank you for all the end of term messages, emails, cards and gifts – they will all be very much enjoyed.
We wish you a Happy Christmas, Yule, Solstice, end of year celebration, holiday… and hope for a return to
some sort of normality later in 2021!
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