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ACE NEWS 
 
It has been another unprecedented year, although 
nurseries stayed open in the UK throughout the 
2020/21 school year.  Touch wood, we haven’t had 
to close at all and we owe huge thanks to staff, 
parents and children for doing everything they can 
to keep the ACE community safe.   
 
We were sorry not to hold any in person social 
events this year but very much hope we can 
reconnect with you next summer at a bumper 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic.   
 
In recent weeks it has been a delight to 
recommence outings into the local community as 
well as forest school sessions.  The Cows about 
Cambridge art trail has provided much inspiration 
at the Nursery School and we are grateful to ACE 
alumni for sending in the photos shown on the 
cover.   
 
Perhaps the most significant news to bring you in 
this edition is that Lindsey is retiring as Deputy 
Headteacher of the Nursery School this summer. 
She has served an incredible 26 years at ACE, 
making her the third longest serving staff member 
of all time (after Sally West, Deputy before Lindsey 

who clocked up 28 years, and Paula Watson, 
previous Headteacher for 27 years).  We like to 
think that if you get what ACE is about, you stay!  
Please read on for an interview with Lindsey, 
reflecting on more than quarter of a century at 
ACE.   
 
Congratulations go to 
Gemma, the Nursery 
School’s new Deputy 
Headteacher with effect 
from September when 
Lindsey retires. Gemma 
joined ACE in September 
2003 after completing her 
CACHE Level 3 Diploma in 
Childcare and Education.  In 2008 she embarked on 
a further qualification, studying part-time for a BA 
in Early Years with the Open University, and 
graduated in 2014. Gemma has now been working 
at ACE for 18 years and has been Third-in-Charge 
for most of the last decade.  We’re also delighted 
to report that Diana has been appointed Third-in-
Charge from September. Most of Diana’s six 
children attended ACE and after volunteering with 
us for a while, Diana joined the team as a staff 

It’s been five years since the ACE Alumni Association was formed (inspired by the 
50th birthday of ACE Nursery School in 2016) and this is our ninth Alumni 
Newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading this latest edition at the end of another 
unusual school year!  
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member eight years ago. She is now lead SENCo 
(Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) and was 
the first practitioner in the county to achieve the 
new level 3 award for SEN in early 2021.  
 
We’re pleased to report that despite the difficulties 
of the last year, the latest group of four year olds 
at ACE are ready to transition to school and we 
wish them well in the next phase of their lives.  
 
As ever, we positively encourage contact from ACE 
alumni and their families at any time. We are 
pleased to reconnect this time with Julia Eisen, a 
committee member from a number of years ago, 
and Jade Hill, who was a member of staff at the 
Day Nursery from its establishment in 2004 until 
2019.   
 
At the Nursery 
School, we have 
created an 
allotment in the 
area of the garden 
where the swings 
used to be.  They 
were nearing the 
ends of their lives 
and with everyone 
spending more 
time at home 
because of 
lockdown, this sparked a new passion for 
gardening amongst a number of staff who were 
then keen to share this with the children.  In true 

ACE style, it was a team effort to make the 
allotment happen with parent volunteers 
dismantling the old swings, building planters, 
delivering compost and donating seedlings.  The 
children made two scarecrows, named Betty and 
Harry. 
  
The Cows about Cambridge art trail inspired Big 
ACE staff and children to make their own “midi 
moo” (half way between the size of the large 
fibreglass cows and the mini moos designed by 
local community groups) out of recycled materials.  
It was subsequently named Aqua by the children, 
given the number 91 (given there are 90 cows in 
the trail) and taken for a graze on Parker’s Piece to 
meet the cows nearest to ACE.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://cowsaboutcambridge.co.uk/
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Meanwhile at the Day Nursery, we recently 
celebrated our 17th birthday.   

Sarah Piotrowski has been there since the start and 
has been Day Nursery manager for the last 13 
years. In January 2021, she moved to four days per 
week, with Hanna, Natalie and Paulina all stepping 
up a level one day per week. 
 
Natalie led a wonderful World Book Day and 
everyone, including the staff, made a huge effort 
to dress up; we all enjoyed a day filled with story 
books and acting out our favourite characters.   
 

The Gruffalo by Julia 
Donaldson was a big 
favourite, so Natalie 
spoke to Sharon - 
our cook - and we 
had Gruffalo crumble 
and owl ice cream 
for pudding on 
World Book Day. On 
the creative table we 
had some play dough 
and the children 
used coloured pipe 

cleaners for purple prickles, lollipop sticks for 
tusks, and black and orange pom poms for eyes 
and warts!   
 

Face painting was popular and Amy skilfully 
managed to fulfil most requests! Just before tea, 
Sharon set up a table and invited everyone over to 
choose their own cracker topping. Using the 
cheese, fruit and vegetables everyone had a really 
good go at making a face.  We then all enjoyed our 
crackers for tea and pretended the tiger came for 
tea!  Paulina finished with a hungry caterpillar 

made from plain buns and 
fruit.   
 
The Day Nursery welcomed a 
new staff member, Laura, 
onto the team in March. 
Laura is from Santander in 
Northern Spain and has lived 
over here for five years.  
After working as an au pair 
and in some temporary 
childcare positions, Laura 
was employed at a 
Montessori nursery for three 
years before joining ACE.  
She enjoys yoga, dancing to 
latin music and cooking.     
 
The girls and boys helped 
Hanna to make a ‘dragon’ as 
part of our Chinese New Year 
celebrations. Hanna shared a 
traditional Chinese dragon 
with the children so they 

could paint similar patterns and colours. After two 
days of busily creating our dragon, we were ready 
to dance to a song that Hanna found about Chinese 
New Year.  We practised a dragon dance and song 
every day 
at group 
time.  
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ACE Parents’ Committee 

 
Committee meetings have been held via Zoom all 
year, which has worked well – enabling members 
to join in from home, work and even holiday on the 
odd occasion. It has been wonderful to have two 
ex-ACE attendees on the committee this year (Liam 
and Angharad). Thank you to everyone for all your 
time and commitment in what has been a 
challenging period (especially when, against the 
odds, nurseries were asked to stay open in January 
despite no testing or vaccinations for staff at the 
time).   

A special thanks to Liam for staying on as Treasurer 
even though his second child left ACE last summer 
to go to primary school. We’re hoping his third 
child will enroll at ACE when old enough to do so.  
It’s been great to have such continuity on the 
financial front.  We’re also extremely grateful to 
non-committee member Rob Boland (father of 
Callum, Freya and Jamie) who is constantly 
updating the ACE website.  

 

ACE Committee 2020/21 
Chair & business team Shiri Gold 

Treasurer & business team Liam (William) Kelly 

Secretary  Rosamund Humphrey 

HR/staff liaison officer & education team Sarah Richey 

Child protection/Safeguarding lead Hannah Greene 

Alumni newsletter Tania Saigol Roth 

Social events  Angharad Walter 

Social events  Liudmila Zhukovskaya 

Social events & policy review 

Social events & policy review 

Anna Masefield 

Jessica Sweeney 

Newsletter Holly Beckett 

Policy review 

Policy review 

Caspar Rebling 

Elizabeth Kirk 

Headteacher Lisa Tuohy 

Day Nursery Manager Sarah Piotrowski 
 

The committee can be contacted at ace.parents.committee@gmail.com 

Leavers’ Fund 

In July 2015 Natasha, a Parent Committee member 
at the time, suggested a leavers’ fund to raise 
funds for resources at both nurseries - a legacy 
from one set of ACE children to another - and since 
then we have raised over £3,000 at the Nursery 
School and more than £900 at the Day Nursery.  
Last year’s leavers donated an extremelly generous 
£1,005 at the Nursery School with which we were 

able to buy lots of 
items including 
new sleep/yoga 
mats and 
equipment for a 
sensory room. At 
the Day Nursery, 
£325 was raised 

mailto:ace.parents.committee@gmail.com
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and this has been spent largely on a bespoke home 
corner.    
 
Shiri and Anna, from the Committee, have recently 
contacted parents about the idea of a 2021 
leavers’ fund and we’re delighted to announce that 
£1,085 has been raised to date at the Nursery 
School. One donation was specifically for Mantra 
Lingua resources, including a talking pen which can 

read dual language books in a wide variety of pre-
programmed languages as you hold the pen over 
the pages of the book. 
    
The Day Nursery leavers’ fund has just been 
launched for 2021 and we look forward to 
updating you with progress on this in the next 
newsletter.  
 

Bursary Fund 

As you are probably aware, ACE has had a bursary 
fund for many years, which provides help to 
parents with fee payments in certain situations.  
We were delighted to be contacted this year by the 
mother of two children who came to ACE some 

time ago (the oldest child is in their late 20s now) 
who received help from the fund at the time and 
would now like to make a donation to assist 
someone else.  We were touched that the parent 
would think to do this in the middle of a pandemic 
and so many years after her children left ACE.   

Staff News

 
 

 

Lindsey Johnson is retiring 
as Deputy Headteacher of 
ACE Nursery School this 
summer after an amazing 
26 years at ACE.  We 
interviewed her ahead of 
her departure…  
 

Are you the longest serving member of staff in ACE 
history? 
No – my predecessor as Deputy Head, Sally West, 
was at ACE for 28 years and Paula Watson, 
Headteacher before Lisa, was here for 27 years.   
 
What are the main changes you have seen at ACE 
over the years? 
There is much more paperwork now, although just 
as I leave the profession that is changing.  The new 

Early Years Foundation Stage guidance from 
September recommends less paperwork and more 
time spent with the children, which I whole 
heartedly agree with!  After I qualified as a nursery 
nurse, there were no ongoing training 
opportunities.  That has all changed and now there 
is an excellent range of professional development 
opportunities for Early Years staff.   
 
There are more staff now as the adult/child ratios 
have increased over the years – we have eight staff 
working with the children compared to four when I 
started plus a student, for the same number of 
children. Initially it was Paula, Sally, Rachel and me 
plus a student.   
 
Did you always want to work with children?         
Yes but I also wanted to be a midwife.  As I’ve been 
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at the birth of five of my grandchildren, I feel I have 
now ticked this box to some extent, particularly 
because at one of the births the duty midwife 
turned to me at one point and asked if I was a 
qualified midwife as I seemed to know what I was 
doing!  
 
What did you do before ACE? 
I was born at home in Newnham, grew up in 
Cambridge and after qualifying as a NNEB at CCAT 
(Cambridge College of Art & Technology) worked at 
a social services run nursery.  Then I did some 
childminding when my own three children were 
young before working part-time at a day nursery in 
Chesterton set up by someone I trained with; my 
children came with me. I worked at Butterfly day 
nursery for about 18 months but with my children 
going to school I really needed a term-time role. I 
saw the job at ACE advertised in the Cambridge 
Evening News, applied and the rest is history!  I 
instantly felt as if I had come home.  The way that 
ACE looked after children was the same way that I 
looked after children.   
 
Have some of your children and/or grandchildren 
attended ACE? 
All six of my Cambridge based 
grandchildren (by my two daughters) 
have been to ACE; the eldest is now 17 
and the youngest is leaving ACE for 
reception this summer.  My other 
grandchildren are nursery school age 
and live near York with my son and 
daughter-in-law. 
   
What particular memories stand out 
from your 26 years at ACE? 
Having to move out of Parkside for underpinning 
work in 2000.  I still remember being called to the 
staff room to meet the then Chair of the ACE 
Parents’ Committee and Paula to be told we 
needed to move for a year and I didn’t know if I 
would have a job (this was a big worry with three 

children to support). Rachel handed in her notice 
to go off and study psychology at Brighton which 
was a shock as well - we got on extremely well (and 
sadly she later died - too young - of cancer). We 
relocated to what is now Little ACE in Priory Road 
for one year but it was touch and go whether we 
would find the right premises until fairly last 
minute.  In those days we had a younger and older 
group of children at ACE.  The older children went 
off to school and we took the younger group to 6A 
Priory Road; we didn’t recruit any more children 
that year as there wasn’t space for any more in the 
smaller building.  Before the move we would walk 
the children over to Priory Road with a few toys to 
get everyone used to the idea of being there.  It 
was Paula, Sally and me plus a student with 20 
children.  The building was in a fairly rough state 
and not set out as it is now.  The front door opened 
into what was our art room (there was no kitchen) 
and there was an outdoor spiral metal staircase up 
to the office and staffroom. That said, we loved the 
year working on one level and decided we 
shouldn’t give up the building.  The Day Nursery 
was born!  The property was completely renovated 
before it opened as ACE Day Nursery. I remember 
Sarah Piotrowski coming for her interview and 

being appointed deputy 
manager, with Emma as the 
manager.   
 
When we returned to a 
refurbished Parkside, we 
had a kitchen in the 
basement for the first time 
and it was warm. The 
storage heaters were 
replaced by central heating 

and everything had been carpeted.  The garden 
had been revamped - previously it was just mud - 
but now we had a circular path as you see it today.  
The idea for the kitchen had come to Paula and me 
when we were invited round to one of the parents’ 
houses nearby for an ACE social evening in their 
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wonderful basement kitchen. Before that the 
basement at no. 37 was not pleasant; it was bare 
brick with a committee cupboard and not much 
else.   
 
Another clear memory I have is of Paula telling us 
she was leaving. We were sat around after the 
children’s Christmas party enjoying a few snacks 
when everyone had gone home and she made her 
announcement.  I was shocked and wondered who 
could take over. I was asked to 
be part of the interview panel 
for the new Headteacher; we 
interviewed three candidates 
and instantly knew that Lisa was 
the right person for ACE.   
 
I remember the annual tradition 
of Monique (Headteacher prior 
to Paula) coming in every 
Christmas to read stories to the 
children at the party.    
 
Two more unusual memories are of the flying nun 
and the missing student!  A group of nuns visited 
us from Japan through a connection with one of 
the parents.  One of the nuns was quite petite and 
wearing her habit, went out to play with the 
children in the garden.  She ended up chasing them 
round the garden – and I can still visualise this 
flying nun!   
 
We often had students at ACE and on one occasion 
I remember us realising that our latest recruit 
seemed to have gone missing.  After a bit of a 
search he was found in the staffroom strumming a 
guitar and saying that sometimes he just had to 
make music!  
 
What have you enjoyed most about working at 
ACE? 
Well that would have to be all of the wonderful 
children, staff and very supportive parents.  Not 

everyone is fortunate enough to work with such a 
strong team of staff; we are all like-minded in 
wanting the best for all of the children.  I think ACE 
is one of those places that if you get it, you want to 
stay.   
 
I always enjoy taking children on trips out of the 
setting.  Our regular visits to see the dinosaurs at 
the Sedgwick Museum, Encore concerts at St 
Andrew’s Street Baptist Church and Cherry Hinton 

Hall are particular favourites.  I remember 
an ACE trip many years ago to Shepreth 
Wildlife Park; we decided to go by train and 
after a lovely visit the group made its way 
back to the station.  The train pulled in and 
most of us got on board before the doors 
shut, but one member of staff (Rachel) was 
left on the platform with two or three 
children. Some of the children on the train 
started to cry and Paula pulled the 
emergency cord but the train didn’t brake. 
Rachel bought the children ice creams and 
British Rail organised a taxi to bring them 

back to ACE, so all worked out well in the end.   
 
You have an enviable reputation for calmly and 
patiently looking after young children.  What are 
your top tips?  
I think I must be quite a calm person – it’s just the 
way I am.  I always try to empathise with the 
children and their parents/carers to understand 
how others might be feeling and then treat them 
accordingly.   
 
You seem to have a particular skill in sharing 
rhymes with children.  What particular favourites 
do you have and why? 
Rhymes, songs and stories are such a great way of 
bonding with children – it makes them feel safe 
and secure. The children repeatedly ask for The 
Dinosaur Song, Little Mousey Brown and Find a Bin 
(which my children learnt at Brownies). With 
Mousey Brown, there‘s a point when the children 
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cup their hands to their mouth and call for 
grandma several times; as many of my 
grandchildren have been to ACE, children are used 
to me being referred to as ‘grandma’ and in fact 
other children often call me grandma too! I like 
doing rhymes and they really help settle in the 
children as well as being fun. The children also 
know I love rhymes and whenever I make an 
appearance in the Puffin group (I’m usually with 
the Penguins) they ask me to do some straight 
away.   
 

What are your favourite things about being a 
pre-school teacher? 
Seeing the children flourish in the time they are 
at nursery. They leave us full of confidence and I 
really enjoy getting the four year olds ready for 
school.   
 

What are your plans from September?  What are 
you looking forward to doing? 
I plan to finish decorating my house which has 
been on my ‘to do’ list for nearly two years.  I am 
looking forward to seeing more of my family and 
travelling further afield when it’s safe to do so.  I’ve 
already agreed to do school pickups for my 
younger grandchildren on Fridays! My son lives in 
York with two young children so I am looking 
forward to being able to spend more time with 
them. One of my brothers lives near Swansea and 
is talking about moving to Inverness, so I’ll also be 
going to Wales or Scotland, depending on where 
he is!   
 

Are you in touch with ex-ACE colleagues? 
I’m still in touch with Sally and plan to see more of 
her once I have time to do so.  I also hear from 
Pam from time-to-time.  I caught up with Sally and 
Paula at the Headteacher presentation a couple of 
years ago and we all enjoyed a coffee and cake 
together afterwards.   
 

Do you have any advice for ACE going forward?  
The ACE ethos has carried it through some tricky 
times; I’m sure it will remain the same.  It’s such a 

special place and I’m confident the staff who are 
here at the moment will strive to keep it that way.   
 

Parents have sent in farewell messages to Lindsey, 
which we have made into a card.  The parents of 
Lindsey’s key children have clubbed together to 
buy her a gift, organised by Elisa’s parents, Vanessa 
and Craig.  We consulted with one of Lindsey’s 
daughters to see what Lindsey might like as a 
retirement gift from ACE and were told that a 
hanging egg chair might be in order, although 

we’ve left it to Lindsey to choose the 
style/colour she would like and have it 
delivered to her home (rather than 
taking it home on her bike!) A current 
ACE parent, Frank (Lawrie’s daddy) has 
painted a very special watercolour of 
Lindsey in the Big Room at ACE on her 

birthday earlier this year, being given a gift by the 
ACE children (handed to her by one of the current 
ACE attendees who is her grandson). Huge thanks 
to Frank.    

Three parents made cakes to celebrate Lindsey’s 
last term-time day on Thursday 15th July (thanks to 
Samin, Musa’s mummy, Liz, Arlo and Owen’s 
mummy, and Jane, Leila’s mummy) for your baking 
prowess. We shared one with Lindsey and the 
children, Lindsey took one home and then the third 
is to be enjoyed with the staff team on the cleaning 
day at the end of term.  Lindsey would like to thank 
you all for the lovely messages you sent her.  
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Lindsey Gallery 
 

The Karaoke stars of the staff Christmas party! 
 
  

 
 

Uniforms lent to ACE for the children to try 
on!  
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Lindsey’s retirement celebrations at ACE: 15th July 2021 
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ALUMNI INTERVIEWS 

In this edition, we are delighted to share with you two interviews with Julia and Jade who both have a 
connection with ACE. 

Julia Eisen 

 
When did 
your children 
attend ACE? 
Alexander 
came to Little 
ACE in 2006, 
when he was 
a year old and 
moved up to 
Big ACE a 
couple of 
years later; 
Imogen came 
to Little ACE 
in 2009, also 

when she was a year old, though instead of moving 
up to Big ACE when the time came, she moved to a 
nursery closer to Alexander’s school. 
 

Where are your children now? 
To be precise, Alexander is currently in his 
bedroom, enjoying a rest after finishing his GCSEs 
in May! Imogen is in her last term at King’s College 
School (year 8) and, I’m happy to say, able to enjoy 
a pretty full leavers’ programme at the moment. 
We are keeping fingers firmly crossed that no 
Covid ‘bubbles’ will burst before the end of term. 
 

What particular memories do you/does your child 
have of ACE? With a total of 4 years at Little ACE 
and only 1 at Big ACE, our strongest memories are 

inevitably of the Day Nursery: of the yellow gate, 
the welcoming room with its kitchen and play 
corner, nap time, the garden – and most especially 
the lovely staff - who have also been lovely 
babysitters over the years - keeping up the sense 
of connection. [Editor’s note: Sadly it is no longer 
best practice for staff to babysit for children who 
attend the setting] 
 

What were the best things about ACE? 
The best things about ACE were the caring staff 
and the happy family community. Social interaction 
for the children and, let’s face it, the fact that it 
gave me a break from 24/7 childcare. 
 

What were your child’s favourite activities? 
Being something of a sentimental hoarder, I have 
kept most of the ‘Daily Record Sheets’ written out 
so carefully by the staff (and yes Marie Kondo, they 
do spark joy!!) It is so sweet to read back over 
them and be reminded of those baby and toddler 
years. Playing with - or in - the porridge oats and 
the ‘home corner’ seem to have featured large in 
Alexander’s top activities, though my personal 
favourite is ‘enjoyed watching the snow’. Imogen 
seems to have done a lot of dancing (she gets it 
from me…), talking to Bailey the rabbit and playing 
in the sand pit. 
 

How were you involved with ACE eg co-op tasks, 
social events? 
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I was on the committee for most of 
the children’s time at ACE, mostly 
doing the Newsletter, which I really 
enjoyed, though it was all rather 
primitive on the formatting front! I 
also helped out with social events 
and my last post seems to have been 
‘General Committee Aid’, so who 
knows what that entailed… 
 

What was the most enjoyable social 
event? 
The pumpkin party stands out in my 
memory as being a lovely event, 
though it is from the Christmas Fairs 
that we have the most souvenirs: 
Alex still uses a glass that he 
decorated with – now invisible – 
festive daubs, ditto little glass tea 
light holders that come out every 
year with their sticky sequins.  
 

How has lockdown/ the pandemic/ 
home schooling been for you and 
your family? 
I think we have been lucky that 
lockdown caught us at a good stage 
in the children’s development. They 
were old enough to cope with home 
schooling pretty independently 
(apart from the reams of 
photocopying), but not so old to find 
it unbearable being 
cooped up with mum and 
dad! We went for lots of 
walks on Stourbridge 
Common, ate al fresco in 
last year’s sunshine, and 
worked our way through 
various TV series on 
iplayer or DVD – The 
Three Musketeers, Jeeves 
and Wooster, W1A, Death 

in Paradise… A highlight for me 
was the VE Day celebration where 
Imogen went to town decorating 
paper plates with Spitfires, making 
a ‘Union Jack’ jelly and creating a 
museum of wartime memorabilia 
in a pop up tent. She has a great 
ability to create a celebration at 
every opportunity: a joy in life that 
reminds me very much of the ACE 
ethos. 
 

Are you still in touch with ex-ACE 
friends/work colleagues? 
One of the lovely things about 
living in Cambridge is that it is like 
a village, so that even now I still 
come into contact with people I 
knew from ACE days. Just the 
other day I was introduced to a  
new(ish) school mum and we 
recognised each other as being 
fellow ACE parents over 10 years 
ago! So although I would say that 
the children’s current friendships 
date from their school rather than 
nursery years, it is the wider sense 
of community and shared values 
and experience that I really 
treasure when I come across other 
members of the ACE family. 
 

I'm one of the Green Badge 
guides who is doing some of 
the tours with ‘Cows about 
Cambridge’ this summer 
(click here for further 
information). There are 
plenty of trails for families 
to do and I think there is a 
cow by the Museum of 
Technology near Little ACE.   

https://cowsaboutcambridge.co.uk/hoof-about-cambridge-with-a-green-or-blue-badge-tour-guide/
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Jade Hill  

Where do I 
start? My name 
is Jade and I 
joined ACE Day 
Nursery straight 
after finishing 
school in July 
2004 as an 

apprentice 
training for my 
NVQ. Over the 
course of my 
time with ACE I 
did several 

different 
qualifications with my final one being my Level 5 
Diploma.  
 

In the wonderful 15 years I progressed from 
apprentice to Deputy Manager and I enjoyed it all. 
During this time, I had my son - in 2014 - and I was 
super happy that he would be coming back with 
me to join the ACE family. He thoroughly enjoyed 
his time spent at Little ACE with the amazing range 
of activities and staff. 
  

I have some great memories from ACE, particularly 
all the social events that were held for both 
nurseries. I really liked attending these and getting 
to see all the families that had moved up to Big 
ACE and even the families who had left ACE 
altogether but still came to the summer picnic to 
keep in touch. My two favourite events were the 
summer picnic and the international breakfast.  

 

Another memory I treasure is being able to 
organise regular visits to link up with Langdon 
House care home. Seeing the children interacting 
and playing with the residents and putting a smile 
on their faces was so heart-warming!  
 

 

When my son was getting ready to start school, I 
had to say a sad goodbye to Little ACE to be closer 
to home. Since leaving in 2019 I have been working 
at a nursery close to home as the toddler room 
leader. 
 

I am so grateful for the years I had at ACE, I truly 
believe they gave me the best start to my career in 
childcare! 

 
Ella Dawidowski 
 
Ella attended ACE from 
2009-2012 and has 
recently returned to do 
some work experience.  
She has been a regular 
helper at Thursday 
afterschool club and will 
be at the first week of 
the summer holiday 
playscheme as well. She’s 
a big hit with the 
children!  Having twin 
younger sisters means Ella is a natural at playing 
with younger children!  
 
If you are happy to be interviewed for a future 
ACE Alumni Newsletter, please do get in touch! 
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CO-OP HOURS 
 
The ACE co-operative spirit lives on despite the pandemic. Artistic parents have been busy carrying on the 
tradition of painting ACE chairs, stools and tables with some delightful results: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

16 

 

ACTIVITIES

In this edition, we also share some ACE activities which you might like to try to do with the family during the 
summer months.   
 

Activity 1 – Cows about Cambridge 

Have you herd (sic)? As mentioned earlier in the 
newsletter, a ‘moo-vellous’ art trail is in Cambridge 
at the moment.  Cows about Cambridge is a 
collection of 90 cow structures – all uniquely 
decorated by artists or local community groups – 
which are in Cambridge’s streets, parks, open 
spaces and shopping areas until 4th September.  
The inspiration for the event is the red poll cattle 
which graze the green spaces of Cambridge during 
the warmer months.  

 

 
 

Activity 2 – Masking tape art 

A simple way to decorate your garden path: use 
masking tape to create different shapes.  Stick it to 
the path or patio and the children colour in the 
resulting shapes using chalks.  Remove the tape 
and marvel at the design.    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Activity 3 – Strawberry picking

A Puffin parent recommended Lidgate Farm on 
Prickwillow Road in Isleham CB7 5RG, “just show 
up, park and go to the counter to get a bag or 
container if you didn’t bring your own and then 
head off into the field to pick.  It is cash only.” 

 
 
 

 
 

https://cowsaboutcambridge.co.uk/
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Activity 4 - Yoga 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Try some yoga moves.  Diana put together a 
Smartest Giant in Town yoga worksheet which we 
would recommend.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Activity 5 – Dobble  

Lindsey has shared the merits of the simple card 
game called Dobble – children of many levels can 
play the game game; it develops observational 
skills and turn taking…and is so much fun to play!  
She’s said the boys and girls at the Nursery School 
have been getting better and better at it, and it 
could be a game which siblings play together – 

maybe even long 
enough for you to 
have a quiet cup 
of tea!  
 
 
 
 

Activity 6 –Playdough  

The children are always keen for us to share the (non-edible) recipe we use for making fresh playdough each 
week; it is simple to do and lasts really well in a sealed container for a week.  
 

Cooked Playdough 
Ingredients:  
3 cups of flour 
1.5 cups of salt 
3 tbs cream of tartar 
3 tbs oil 
3 cups of water 
Food colouring  
 

Method: 
1. Into a saucepan add all the ingredients (put the food 

colouring into the last cup of water you add). 

2. Mix all the ingredients well and place on a low heat on the hob. 

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/smartest_giant_in_town_yoga_worksheet.pdf


 
 

 

18 

3. Keep stirring the mixture continuously; you may think after a little while that it is not working but keep 

going. 

4. Once the mixture comes away from the sides of the pan and begins to form a dough, it is cooked; 

remove from the heat. 

5. Bring together in a ball and allow to cool; the dough should last for 1-2 weeks if kept in an air tight 

container.  

Aromatic Lavender Cloud Dough 
We also have an aromatic (non-edible) recipe for Lavender Cloud Dough that Diana and the Penguins have 
made this year: 
 

Ingredients:  
½ bag of flour 
4 drops of lavender oil 
4 tbs of baby oil 
2 tbs of powder paint 
Flowers/petals/leaves (optional) 
 

Method:  
Mix all the ingredients together and enjoy the scent as you play!  

 

Activity 7 – 50 things to do app   

Cambridgeshire County Council has put 
together a “50 things to do before you are 5 
app”, downloadable from your app store.  It 
gives 50 ideas of low or no cost activities you 
can do with your child  

 e.g. junk modelling, paper folding, natural art 
using stones etc. Many of the activities can be 
adapted for older children too. Click here for 
further information.  

 
 

DO GET IN TOUCH
Please feel free to get in touch if you would like to 
share news, recipes, activities or be interviewed for 
the newsletter; we’re always pleased to hear 

from ACE alumni and their families, as well as 
former staff members.  

ace_nursery@tiscali.co.uk 
 

We wish you a lovely summer. Stay safe!  

Editor: Tania Saigol Roth  
Many thanks to 

Lisa Tuohy, Sarah Piotrowski and Sarah Ransome for their input;  
alumni and their parents for sharing their fond memories with us; former and current ACE staff for helping to 

foster the ACE community to be what it is today; and current ACE families for their continued support.   
 

https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/early-years-and-childcare/narrowing-the-gap/50-things-to-do

