
 

 

December 2021 

 
 

The latest news from ACE for parents, staff and children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the children settled, we’ve been enjoying seasonal activities at both nurseries in the run up to the end of 
term. Thank you for all your co-operation over illness and absence, and for wearing face coverings at drop 
off/collection times. Herewith our newsletter for the second half of the autumn term.  Read on for our news 
and dates for your diaries.    
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Introduction  
 

As we near the end of 2021, it’s a relief to report that we have enjoyed a relatively normal autumn term, 
including many of the usual end of year festivities.  That said, we have recently recorded a cluster of cases of 
COVID in-house:  one staff member and one child at the Day Nursery, and several at the Nursery School at the 
time of writing. Staff are currently carrying out daily lateral flow tests, increased cleaning measures are 

ongoing and we’re keeping the buildings well ventilated as well as 
using CO2 monitors to indicate when more airflow would be 
beneficial to reduce the risk of transmission. For the last week of 
term at the Day Nursery, please continue to take children for PCR 
tests when they have symptoms, keep children at home when they 
are unwell, wear face coverings at drop off and collection times, 
and socially distance outside nursery.     
  
We usually hold a Winter Fayre about this time of year and in the 
past the Penguins, Puffins and Day Nursery have each decorated a 
gingerbread house which is then auctioned off at the fayre.  It’s 
been adapted this year with children voting in person at the 
Nursery School (placing a conker in a tray) and parents casting 

their votes virtually. Thanks for 
participating. It did get a little 
competitive (and some of the staff had 
as much fun as the children!) but 
congratulations to the entry by the 
Puffin group (the top one pictured here) 
which received the most votes. The 
middle photo is the Day Nursery entry 
and the ski chalet was created by the Penguin group.  
 
We have a new ACE Parents’ Committee, voted in at the virtual 
AGM in November. Thanks to all of you who attended, voted and 
put yourselves up for election to the committee. In the absence of 
our usual in person social events, the committee has come up with 
the idea of playground meetups in the new year at specific places 
and times, as explained in the email circulated this week.  We hope 
this will help some of you and/or your children to make new 
friends or strengthen existing friendships.     

ACE NEWS  
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Both settings have recently run fundraising activities in aid of two different children’s organisations. At Big ACE 
we organised a step up challenge to see how many steps up onto a balance beam the children could do in two 
minutes (using a sand timer purchased out of the leavers’ fund) keeping tally of the totals on a giant 100 
square; we raised an incredible £900 for the Children-in-Need appeal.  At the Day Nursery we supported Save 
the Children raising almost £200 from jumping, selling cakes and recycling toys.  Thank you to everyone who 
made or bought cakes, or gave a donation.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACE Day Nursery 
 

We have two main items to share with you in this edition: news of our most recent dialogic book and our 
home-made Christmas tree.   
 
Dialogic Book  

Natalie selected Beautiful Bananas by Elizabeth Laird and Liz Pichon for our next dialogic 
book, because it has some wonderfully bright illustrations and Natalie liked the way she 
could centre discussions and play around feelings and relationships with others.  In 
addition, it allows for new vocabulary learning opportunities. The story follows a little girl 
called Beatrice, who sets off through the jungle to take a bunch of bananas to her 
grandfather. On the way a giraffe accidentally flicks them into a stream.  But the giraffe 
picks some flowers for Beatrice to take instead.  She encounters a number of wild but 

friendly animals and the flowers are swapped for honey, honey is swapped for mangoes…and so it goes on 
until a friendly elephant swaps a feather for a beautiful bunch of bananas.  A lovely circular story based on an 
African folktale about family, friendship and teamwork.   
 
Related to this story, Natalie set up a number of open-ended activities.  The children have explored different 
coloured sand, played with wild animal figures in a jungle theme in the garden, painted with fruit and animal 
figures to make different marks, splashed and enjoyed water play with animals; and discovered textures of real 
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flowers.  We also had the mega blocks and Duplo out so the children could make their own versions 
of a jungle or house where the animals might live. We explored which animals we like and why. 
Lion was a favourite. The younger children were given the single word of the animal along with the 
Makaton sign and sound.  

 
Natalie has re-visited this book with the children a few times 
and has created a display with their help.  There’s an 
interactive section in front of the display board so the 
children can use resources from the story book in other areas 
of their play. 
 
Christmas Tree  
A couple of years ago we started the tradition of designing, 
making and decorating our own Christmas tree, and we’ve 
had a lot of fun doing so again this year. Hanna has been in-
volving the children at every stage.  

 
First, as a group they decided what colour paint they needed for the tree and once they agreed that green 
would be suitable, they were guided by Hanna to mix the paint up to apply to recycled boxes. The children 
chose paint brushes and rollers and, while listening to a selection of Christmas songs, they got to work with 
their tools – very similar to a group of busy Christmas elves! Hanna wanted the tree to have different textures 

and a 3D effect to really bring it to life. So Hanna asked Natalie if the forest 



 

 5                 

 

 

December 2021 

school group could collect some branches. The children were thrilled with the task and had instructions to 
bring back branches which were long and strong. When in the forest the boys and girls hunted high and low; 
little voices would ask, “Is this one ok?” Once a good selection had been gathered, the children headed back.  

It was then Paulina’s turn to assist by making 
holes in the green boxes for the branches and 
the children were very clear on where the 
branches should go. The tree was assembled and 
decorated before a star was added to the top. No 
tree is complete without a few presents under-
neath it, so we wrapped boxes, thinking about 
the size of paper we would need and what to use 
to stick the paper together.  
 
The children have been talking about their trees 
at home, and our Christmas Tree song is now 
being sung all the time! Here are the lyrics if 
you’d like to sing it at home:  

 
The Christmas Tree Song 

(to the tune of London Bridge is falling down) 
I’ve waited for my Christmas tree, Christmas tree, Christmas tree 

I’ve waited for my Christmas tree, all year long. 
And now it’s time to go and choose, go and choose, go and choose. 

Now it’s time to go and choose, our Christmas tree. 
We’ll bring it home to decorate, decorate, decorate. 
We’ll bring it home to decorate, our Christmas tree. 

With tinsel and some fairy lights, fairy lights, fairy lights, 
With tinsel and some fairy lights, our Christmas tree. 

It’s the finest Christmas tree, Christmas tree, Christmas tree. 
It’s the finest Christmas tree, I’ve ever seen. 

 
 
ACE Nursery School  

We’ve extracted excellent value from the pumpkins we 
sourced in October for our Halloween celebrations. We 
are conducting an ongoing science experiment to see 
what happens to a pumpkin over time as it decomposes.  
A piece of pumpkin flesh was placed inside a plastic jar 
some weeks ago and we’ve been observing the changes 
over the last couple of months.  The container is on the 
half-landing on the way up to the puzzle room and 
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children often stop to take a look through a magnifying glass at the grey mass inside the jar!    
 
The introduction of a lunchtime helper has been a great success this half-term. Wearing a sticker to show 
everyone they are the official helper, as well as donning an apron and gloves, a different child is chosen each 
day to help with washing and drying up plates/cups, putting out the recycling and emptying the compost bin.  
The helpers have taken a real pride in their work!  We’ve enjoyed some sensory fun too, playing with jelly: 

 
Virginie has been busy talking to several families in her role as Equalities Co-
ordinator to take your suggestions on how to celebrate a number of events this 
half-term, including Diwali, St Martin’s Day, Hanukkah, St Nicholas’s Day and of 
course Christmas. We also now have a welcome poster in the Big ACE hallway 
celebrating the home languages of the children currently at ACE.   
 
At the Nursery School we marked Diwali - the new year festival of light cele-
brated by Hindus amongst others - in early November by listening to a story 
about the festival, participating in some Hindi dancing and drawing/making 
Rangoli patterns to welcome Lakshmi, the goddess of good fortune.  
 
This was quickly followed by a celebration on November 11th of St Martin. 
German children typically carry lanterns and sing traditional songs in a proces-
sional celebration of the saint. These processions begin as darkness falls and 
often end with a bonfire. Then the children go from door to door singing and, 

much like trick or treating, the children are given sweets, money, and other treats. Legend has it that one day 
in the winter, while on horseback, St Martin came upon a poor man, barely clothed. St. Martin took out his 
sword and cut his cloak in half. He gave one half to the poor man for warmth. 
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We enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of Hannukah celebrations with an ACE parent who sang some songs in He-
brew, accompanied on the guitar, lit candles on the Menorah, and provided us with Sufganiyah to taste (a 
sweet treat similar to doughnuts). The family also provided us with a recipe for latkes (traditional potato cakes) 
which we made and enjoyed at snack time.   

We were able to experience some 
more Hebrew courtesy of our 
Mantra Lingua talking books. A 

special pen can be used to read out a number of books in multiple languages, so we listened to Errol’s Garden 
read in Hungarian, French, Hebrew and English.      
 
We also learnt about the Hungarian tradition of polishing shoes and leaving 
them out for St Nicholas in early December.  Santa Claus (Télapó or 
Mikulás) visits and leaves some sweets, nuts, fruits or small presents 
amongst the shoes.   

 
Christmas festivities have been in full swing in 
recent days, with children learning carols and 
playing with handbells. As you know, we like to 
recycle and make use of existing resources as much as possible. Accordingly, like 
Little ACE, the children have made their own Christmas tree out of recycled boxes 
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and paint. Quite a lot of glue and masking tape was used in the assembling of a pyramid tower of boxes to 
form the base of the structure.  Handmade paper decorations and a set of lights were added as well as 
“presents” - the children had great fun wrapping up empty old boxes to place around the tree, as well as being 
pictured with the tree...   
 

 
 

 
 
We also thought about our friends in the other group – here 
the Puffins are making a card for the Penguin group. 

 
We’ve been learning about road safety 
and the importance of STOP, LOOK, 
LISTEN and THINK.  We learnt a new 
song too – please see here for a link to 
the ‘Safer Journey Anthem’.  We learnt 
the chorus but the video gives lots of 
great information regarding road safety for the early years. 
 
We’ve been in touch with the local residents’ association who are campaigning for 
better visibility of Parkside school and also hopefully the nursery school. They are 
seeking funding to install improved road signage and markings on Parkside  (although it 
may be some time until this project comes to fruition!)  
 

 
 

 

 
Playground get togethers 
The committee has suggested some times and locations for outdoor get togethers early in the new year. Wear 
something yellow (to match the ACE gate/front door!) so we can recognise you as a member of the ACE 
community. 
 January 

 Saturday 8th January at 10am - Penguins 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/safer-journeys-anthem/
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Location: Petersfield play area (opposite Espresso Library, East Road) 
 Committee members Anna (Drew’s mummy) and Jenny (Oslo’s mummy) are planning to be there 
 

 Sunday 9th January at 10.30am - Puffins 
Location: Petersfield play area (opposite Espresso Library, East Road) 
Vicky (Iris’s mummy)and Harriet (Agnes’s mummy) are planning to attend 
  

 Saturday 15th January at 10am - Little ACE 
Location: Stourbridge playground (walking and bike access from Riverside and nearby takeaway drinks 
available from Cambridge Museum of Technology). 
Committee members Bego (Enzo’s mummy) and Liz (Owen’s mummy) plan to attend 
 

February 

 Saturday 5th February at 10am - Penguins, at Petersfield play area (with Anna and Jenny) 

 Sunday 6th February at 10.30am - Puffins, at Petersfield play area (with Vicky and Harriet) 

 Saturday 26th February at 10am - Little ACE, at Stourbridge playground (with Bego and Liz) 
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic – save the date 
Saturday 22nd June 2022, 2-4pm 
We really hope to be able to hold an in-person, outdoor event in the stable and paddock area of Wandlebury 
Country Park, pandemic permitting.    
 
 

 
 
This month we feature Paulina from the Day Nursery (pictured here on the left with her twin sister, Patrycja) 
 

My name is Paulina and my journey with ACE started almost 4 
years ago, after I decided to move back to Cambridge from 
Birmingham. Since I was 16, I have worked with different aged 
children and I can say that ACE is such a wonderful place for the 
children to grow and learn. ACE has given me exciting 
opportunities to grow professionally and in the past year, I 
became Third in charge one day a week as well as Equality and 
Diversity Co-ordinator, which I really enjoy doing.  
 
I was born in one of the biggest cities in Poland, Gdansk, and I 
moved to Cambridge 11 years ago. I feel lucky to have my 
family near me and we spend so much time together. I like to 
travel and explore the world with my partner, friends and 
family. I am a bit adventurous and I like to challenge myself 

STAFF NEWS 
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outside of ACE! I managed to persuade Natalie AND my brave twin sister to 
do a skydive jump earlier this year and now I am in the process of planning 
more challenging adventures for the next year! Currently I am studying a BA 
(Hons) Early Childhood Studies degree at Anglia Ruskin University part time 
and I feel excited to share with ACE all my 
new knowledge. 
 

Other staff news 
We welcomed Carmen to the Day Nursery team on Monday 1st November. 
Carmen is Spanish, from Extremadura, and lives in Cambridge with her partner 
Antonio. They recently moved from Scotland where they lived for four wonder-
ful years. Carmen has Qualified Teacher Status and is settling in very well. 
 

Congratulations to Amy and her partner Max; they are expecting a baby girl at 
the beginning of March. We’ll keep you updated!   
 

Natalie is working closely with the 
Friends of Logan’s Meadow to plant new 
trees. On Saturday 27th November Natalie 
joined volunteers and planted a Scots 
pine tree. Two ACE families also helped 
plant trees - thank you to Clara’s and Hel-
en’s parents for supporting this project. 
The link here might be helpful if you 
would like to find out how to help with 
the City’s trees.   
 

Additional trees are also about to be 
planted on Parker’s Piece – giving a dou-
ble avenue of trees on the ACE side of the 
green open space.  
 

Sarah P was asked by the Cambridgeshire Early Years team to lead some 
online training in an Understanding Pedagogy and Curriculum Master-
class. Sarah had a 10-minute slot to discuss how the Day Nursery’s recent 

Ofsted inspection went as well as talking about the Day Nursery’s curriculum and pedagogy, explaining 
how the inspector judged this area.  
 

Zoë - at the Nursery School - has successfully passed her probation period. Well done.  Zoë is an expe-
rienced practitioner who has introduced us to a number of new children’s books as well as her deli-
cious signature lemon drizzle bake!  
 

Diana - third in the charge at the Nursery School - has started a leadership and management course.  
This comprises a number of modules over the coming months on topics like Preparing for Ofsted!   

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/media/8772/help-us-manage-the-citys-trees.pdf
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Thanks to everyone who attended our second virtual Annual General Meeting in November (more than 50 of 
us were online!) New committee members have been busy completing all the regulatory paperwork. Welcome 
to the new committee: 
 

ACE Committee 2021/22 

Chair Rosie Humphrey 

Treasurer Liam Kelly 

Secretary Mareike Gentsch 

HR and staff liaison officer Caspar Rebling 

Child protection/safeguarding lead Hannah Greene 

Newsletter Holly Beckett 

Alumni newsletter Tania Saigol Roth 

Social events Angharad Walter 

Social events Bego Carod 

Social events Anna Masefield 

Social events & policy review Jenny Ridge 

Policy review  Mircea Iliescu 

Policy review & social events Elizabeth Kirk 

Headteacher Lisa Tuohy 

Day Nursery Managers Sarah Piotrowski and Hanna Ochalik-Baca 

 
The first meeting of the parents’ committee was held virtually on December 8th 2021.  A range of items were 
discussed including regulatory paperwork, finances, HR matters, COVID policies and protocols, and social 
events.   
 
The committee can be contacted independently of either nursery via the email address below: 

ace.parents.committee@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We ask all families to complete five co-op hours this term or pay in lieu, if it wasn’t possible 
to help out. We have had help from many of you – thank you – but if you haven’t yet 
completed your hours please get in touch or pay in lieu @£16.50 per hour.    
 

 

THANK YOU! 

ACE PARENTS’ COMMITTEE NEWS  

mailto:ace.parents.committee@gmail.com
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Little ACE co-op hours  
 

Peter, Rowan’s daddy, did a grand job tidying up the front garden. Peter pruned back everything in the plant-
ers, fixed the bug hotel back to the wall and planted some flowers in new pots on the fence.  

 
Edith and River’s grandad meas-
ured up and sourced the wood 
for our coat hooks, as well as fix-
ing the front door lock. 
 
Lena’s daddy mended the wood-
en sides to the vegetable patch 
and secured the coat hooks in 
place in the playroom. 
 

Julius’s mummy and daddy made our rainbow Octopus pictured here: 
 
Washing helpers this term have been: Clara’s mummy and daddy, Lena’s 
parents, River’s mummy, Enzo’s mummy, Edith’s mummy, and Yohan’s par-
ents. 
 
Cleaning helpers have been: Helen, Ella’s mummy, and Adriana, Felix’s 
mummy 
 
Forest school helpers have been Julia (Rebeca’s mummy) Megan (Rowan’s 
mummy) and Holly (Raife’s mummy).  
 
Thank you all!  
 

Big ACE co-op hours 

We’ve had many helpers on the shopping and laundry front recently, including Alison (Oscar M’s mummy), 
Cise (Mirai’s mummy) and Kanika (Maia’s mummy).  
 
Regev (Yotam’s daddy), Voula (Adriana’s mummy) and Michael (Agnes’s daddy) came in to help when we were 
short staffed.   
 
Steven, Jules’s daddy, has completed a number of maintenance tasks for us including attaching a hook to the 
kitchen door, hanging a picture and replacing a bolt.  
 
Catherine, Samuel’s mummy, had a good tidy up in the front garden.   
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We’re extremely grateful to John, Cora’s daddy, for designing and painting an 
oar with an ACE boat club shield featuring a penguin and puffin! It is a work of 
art and is now proudly displayed in the hallway.  Diana is a member of a local 
rowing club and thought we could recycle this broken oar when it was going to 
be thrown away. She had the idea of linking the nursery with the City in which 
we are located and 
looked for an arty 
parent who was willing 
to put her idea into 
practice. John has 
excelled himself- thanks 
so much. 

 
Rachel (Tommy C’s mummy) and Kirstie (Thomas M’s mummy) wrapped up books for us to give to the children 
at the end of term (thanks, both, for doing this so quickly).  
 
Thanks to Rob, Jamie’s daddy, for all his help with the ACE website.  Paul, Noa’s daddy, has also given us some 
IT assistance this term – thank you.  
 
We’ve had a lot of help from parents in relation to celebrations and festivities. Thank you to Chanchal, 
Shubha’s daddy, for suggestions in relation to Diwali.  Thanks to Regev and Yael (Yotam’s parents) for their help 
with our Hannukah celebrations, as well as Annie (Noa’s mummy). Both Clara and Edith’s families provided us 
with information about St Martin festivities and Orsolya (Sophie’s mummy) did the same for St Nicholas.  
Thanks  to Dom (Maia’s daddy) for providing child friendly recipes for us to use at nursery.   

 
Thank you to all the parents for your help and support this term. Please get in touch if you would like to help 
and have an idea of what you would like to do for your co-op hours.  We’re open to most suggestions!   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children have access to a range of multicultural instruments: African drums, kalimba, rain makers, rain stick, 
wave drum, ukuleles, maracas… and these are often used to accompany daily singing time at the Nursery 
School.  
 
We have staff appreciation boards at both settings, which we use for sharing praise and thanks within the 
staff team but we also display any email feedback from families.  

 
 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW? 
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ACE Nursery School 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
Friday 17th December at 12.30pm: term ends.  No holiday playscheme 
 
Spring Term 2022 
Wednesday 5th January: term begins 
Monday 14th – Friday 18th February (inclusive): half-term holiday. Holiday playscheme available 
Thursday 31st March: term ends.  Holiday playscheme available Monday 4th – Friday 8th April inclusive 
 
Summer Term 2022 
Wednesday 20th April: term begins 
Monday 2nd May: closed for early May bank holiday 
Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June (inclusive): half-term holiday. Holiday playscheme available Monday 30th 
May – Wednesday 1st June inclusive. Spring bank holiday on Thursday 2nd June and Platinum Jubilee bank 
holiday on Friday 3rd June 
Tuesday 19th July: last day of term. Holiday playscheme available Thursday 21st July – Wednesday 17th August 
inclusive 
 
ACE Day Nursery 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
Thursday 23rd December: last day of term 
Friday 24th December – Monday 3rd January (inclusive): closed  
 
Spring Term 2022 
Tuesday 4th January: first day of term 
Friday 8th April: last day of term  
Monday 11th – Monday 18th April inclusive: closed 
 
Summer Term 2022 
Tuesday 19th April: first day of term 
Monday 2nd May: closed for early May bank holiday 
Thursday 2nd June – Friday 3rd June (inclusive): closed for Spring and Platinum Jubilee bank holidays 
Wednesday 17th August: last day of term 

 

Term dates for both settings for the whole 2021/22 academic year are available on the website.  
 

 

TERM DATES  
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 The deadline for applying for primary school places for September 2022 admission is 15th January. This 
is relevant to parents of children who will be at least four years old by 31st August 2022. Further infor-
mation is available at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions 

 Please keep us informed of illnesses/COVID cases as we are required to report some of them. We’ll be 
checking emails over the holiday period.   

 The government is encouraging all children aged 2-15 years on 31/8/21 to have the flu vaccine and 
further details are available here. 
 

 

 

 
Thank you for all the messages, gifts, cards, home baked cakes and more – we’re extremely grateful to you.   

Season’s greetings, happy holidays, good yule, happy winter solstice, Merry Christmas and  
all the best for 2022.    

 

 
 
 

REMINDERS 

 AND FINALLY… 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999276/PHE_protecting_your_child_against_flu_leaflet_information_for_parents.pdf

