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The latest news from ACE for parents, staff and children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are grateful for being able to stay open during such difficult circumstances this half term! Thank you to the 
wonderful staff, parents and our little hand-washing children for pulling together so well. Herewith the 
newsletter for the first half of the spring term; read on for news from both nurseries and dates for your diaries.  
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The ongoing pandemic – third lockdown 
 
We were somewhat surprised when the government announced that nurseries would remain open during the 
third lockdown (despite schools being closed) and a little apprehensive about how this would work out. But 
we’re delighted to have been open throughout the first half of the spring term at both settings. A few families 
chose not to send their children in for a variety of reasons (such as protecting older relatives, waiting for the 
number of cases to fall etc.) and we have enjoyed keeping in touch with you at home, but it has been lovely to 
see most children attending ACE as normal this term. 
 
Thank you for communicating closely with us about illnesses and for taking children for tests when they have 
had a temperature or another COVID symptom.  Please continue to do this through the half-term holiday week 
and contact us with any test result updates. While there are limited opportunities for travel during the half-
term break, we would ask everyone to be mindful of the ACE community coming back together in a week’s 
time. Let’s continue to do our collective best to keep everyone as safe as we can. 
 
ACE Nursery School  
 
The overarching theme of the spring term at Big ACE is 
Growing. In our December newsletter we shared news of the 
“bulb in a boot” project, when each child planted a daffodil 
bulb in an old wellington boot and took it home to tend. We 
were delighted to receive these photos from ACE children 
proudly showing that their daffodils are thriving.    
 
During this half term the children have been growing Mung 
beans (and then eating the shoots with homemade tortilla 
wraps) as well as cress. We have been looking at different 
vegetables and discovering how they grow: above or below 
ground?  
 
Related to this, we revisited the height charts we had made in the autumn term; some children have grown 
4cm since we last measured one another!   
 
After February half-term we are hoping for slightly warmer weather and then we can move forward with more 
of our growing activities. We are aiming to cultivate runner beans in the art room in front of the two large 
windows and hopefully this will inspire some botanic painting activities. In addition, we’ll plant seeds outside 
when it warms up.  

ACE NEWS  
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Cambridge University Botanic Garden is open (although tickets need to be pre-
booked here) and one Big ACE child enjoyed a recent trip there to look at the 
snowdrops.   
 
Also linked to growing, we have enjoyed several cooking 
sessions recently. We made pizzas from scratch, stretching 
the dough which made it look like it was growing. After 
that we turned our hand to flour tortillas and next on the 
list is soda bread.     

 
Our dialogic book focus this half term is The Smartest GIANT in Town by Julia 
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler (creators of The Gruffalo). As you may know, 
the scruffy giant wishes he was a little smarter so jumps at the opportunity to 
buy a new outfit. He becomes the 
smartest giant in town with his 
new tie, shirt, trousers and 
shoes… until he meets some 
animals who need his help. He 
gives away his tie to a giraffe with 

a chilly neck to use as a scarf, and so on. 
The moral is that it’s what you do for 
others that really counts. The children have 
really taken this on board, creating giants 
(scruffy and smart) and talking about being 
kind. There was a lovely moment when a child made a heart out 
of fabric and stuck this roughly in the right place under the giant’s 
shirt.  We’ve talked about the soft skills of kindness, empathy and 
team work. The children wrote a thank you card from the giant to 
the animals. Alongside this we made giant footsteps on the floor 
out of masking tape and then measured them, as well as enjoying 
Smartest Giant yoga (the ‘Easy and fun home learning ideas’ on 
the Nursery School page of the website contains a Smartest Giant 
Yoga Worksheet, including giant pose and goat on a boat pose).  
It’s lovely to see children carrying on with the yoga at home.  

Maria initiated a kindness box containing words that can be sorted into two piles: kind 
and not so kind.  There have been many learning opportunities with this book!     

https://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/purchase-tickets/
https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/smartest_giant_in_town_yoga_worksheet.pdf
https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/smartest_giant_in_town_yoga_worksheet.pdf
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We have been enjoying lots of dynamic painting with large paint brushes, both 
indoors and outdoors. This supports musculoskeletal health and gross motor 
development as well as being creative. Some children particularly engage with 
this form of expressive art, enjoying the freedom of doing it outdoors and 
using their whole body.   
  
STEM (Science Technology Engineering & 
Maths) activities have also been popular this 
half-term, involving problem solving and 
sustained thinking. Some of the activities were 
linked to the dialogic book e.g. the children 
used resources to build their own boat. They 
learnt about the properties of different 
materials: cardboard boats weren’t as good at 
floating as a plastic container etc. The children 

undertook floating vs sinking experiments. This 
was then extended into a “build a bridge to 
cross the river” challenge in the garden, with 
the ‘river’ being a large blue tarpaulin. Further 
STEM ideas to try at home are available on the 
ACE website. 
  
Another ‘science’ topic that came up was 
weather. Looking at the clouds led to a 
discussion about the water cycle. Where does 
rain come from? One child’s answer was, 
“when the clouds cry”. What are rainbows? We 
undertook experiments – dribbling rain (blue 
coloured water) through cloud (shaving foam). 
The children helped to make some striking 
artwork comprising a cloud with rainbow 
coloured paper chains which you can see in the 
front ground floor window of the Nursery 
School. We have been singing “I can sing a 
rainbow” as well as enjoying rainbow coloured 
playdough and paint. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/stem_learning_ideas.pdf
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In the December newsletter we shared 
information about the child friendly honey 
flapjack recipe book Diana had made with 
the children (using a recipe handed down by 
Sally West, the deputy head before Lindsey 
who retired in 2011). It’s wonderful to see 

children taking this home and giving it a go with delicious looking results. The book is wiped down and 
quarantined between home visits! The ACE Nursery School recipe book is available on the website.    
 

Life skills were mentioned in the last newsletter as well. We have continued 
with this, for example talking about 999. One of our staff members, Rebecca, 
was particularly keen on this given that a young relative of hers saved an adult 
by knowing this number. We have been practising taking our shoes off and on 
(categorising the shoe fastenings in the process, with the aid of a masking tape 
grid on the floor) laying the table, handwashing and drying, putting pen lids 
back on and more.   
 

Chinese Spring Festival   
Thank you to Shanshan (Lucas’s mummy) and Virginie for helping us celebrate 
the Chinese Spring Festival.  Shanshan made a short presentation (via Zoom) to 
both the Penguin and Puffin groups explaining that the celebrations last about 
15 days until the Lantern Festival, that it is the Year of the Ox and that 
traditional homemade food like dumplings, fish and spring rolls are typically 
eaten as part of the festivities. Shanshan kindly donated hong 
baos (red envelopes) for each of the ACE children; these are 
usually handed out to children containing lucky money or 
anything to represent happiness. She explained that red and 
gold are colours which bring good health and luck so that’s 
why you often see these in the decorations. We also learnt 
some Mandarin words and looked at photos of typical 
celebrations as well as listening to traditional music. The 
children enjoyed making their own lanterns and 
dumplings as part of the ACE festivities.   
 

Liudmila (Max’s mummy) sent this link to events and 
activities for Chinese New Year, courtesy of the Royal 
Museums Greenwich. Here's another one from the Early 
Years Learning Alliance which Virginie spotted; it contains 
lots of ideas about how to celebrate Chinese New Year. 
 

We positively encourage you to contact us with ideas for celebrating any festivals or 
events that are significant in your household calendar. Virginie, our featured staff member this month – see 
below, is our ENCo (Equality Named Co-ordinator).  In this role she aims to embrace inclusion and 
multiculturalism, thoroughly in keeping with the spirit of ACE! 

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/ace_recipe_book.pdf
https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/chinese-new-year-national-maritime-museum?fbclid=IwAR3rBmJCUKZFCigt_lYsfzzSLss4oRFTRVK_moQfkf0v746ke32pybcQD-Y
https://www.eyalliance.org.uk/celebrating-chinese-new-year-ideas-and-activities-early-years-settings
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We celebrated International Lego Day on 28th 
January 2021 (it’s 63 years since the 2 x 4 brick 
was patented!) Many of the children chose to 
build structures out of the famous plastic 
bricks. Others created more elaborate models 
at home. If you need a bit of inspiration for 
your Lego projects see here for details of the 
tallest Lego tower and largest Lego ship (thank 
you once again, Liudmila, for sharing this link to 
Lego world records). 
  
 
 
This week we have enjoyed a little snow in the 
ACE garden and watched a helicopter land on 
Parker’s Piece. 
 
 
 
 

 
ACE Day Nursery 
 
Health and well-being 

 
 
At Little ACE we are focusing on health and well-being this 
month. Paulina is leading this initiative but she is also 
welcoming ideas from other staff. Natalie led on a similar 
theme last year which worked well, so she is on hand to 
support Paulina.  
 

 
 
Each week during February we are exploring different emotions and 
feelings.  
1st February – happy and sad 
8th February – scared and worried  
15th February – love and being kind 
22nd February – hungry and tried  

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/news/2020/1/celebrate-international-lego-day-with-these-record-breaking-structures-607308?fbclid=IwAR39pH3t-Xl1JNVSnePinyq7C6Zzr2u6_Shy3pGWFoolN2x0qyE45sRfGoU
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We have been asking the question…’how are you feeling 
today?’ and this is being shared with the staff too. As a 
team we feel it is important to role model how we are 
feeling and to give an explanation as to why we might 
be feeling happy or sad, to extend language and 
communication skills, which links in perfectly with the 
children’s personal, social and emotional development. 
 
Our emotion 
bears have 
been lots of 
fun. They 

helped us to introduce the emotions conversation very well. The 
boys and girls spent time choosing their own bear and holding it up 
to say how they were feeling. Discussions also led on to what colours 
they could see on the bears and how many eyes they had! Paulina 
set up a table with the bears, small mirrors, paper and coloured 
pencils. The children spent time looking at their faces in the mirrors 
and had a good try at making and/or drawing their own faces.  
 
We have a new CD called Fitness for Kids – Wiggle and Stretch, 
which we have been using to talk about how dancing makes us happy; as we like the music, we move our 
bodies. It is also good exercise and using our energy helps us grow big and strong. 
 
These are some of the books we will be reading and looking at during February: 
-Some Dogs Do by Jez Alborough (the focus is self-esteem) 
-Elmer in the Snow by David Mckee (well-being focus - going on walks for exercise) 
-Mama Do You Love Me by Barbara M Joosse 
-Together by Jane Simmons (a story about two friends) 
 
Later in the month we are going to be making a love tree, a little like the one 
shown here. Using some fallen branches stuck in a pot of sand, we intend to 
display hearts decorated by the children. After asking the children who they 
love, we will write it in their heart. We would also like to use the tree to 
display family photos – we will be in touch to ask parents to send these in, 
please!   
  
Weather boxes 

We also wanted to share our weather boxes with you. We have 
made a box for windy and rainy days. We chose these two types of 
weather as we thought these are the elements which we would 
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most likely come across before Easter! The idea is that these boxes are pre-prepared with the resources inside 
and then on a rainy or windy day, or indeed both, we can grab the box (es) to take outside.  

 
It’s great to have these 
easily accessible resources 
to hand to extend the 
children’s learning as well 
as to encourage thinking/ 
problem-solving skills.  
 
We are still in the process 
of adding resources to our 

boxes but here are some 
suggestions if you would 
like to make something 
similar at home:  
 
Windy Box contents: 
Scarves, lengths of fabric,  

streamers/ribbons, 
balloons with a variety of fillings, wind chimes, bubbles, paper 
planes, mirrors, windmills, washing line, parachute. 
 
Rainy Box: 
Sponges, funnels, waterwheels, shower curtain, 
ground sheet, containers, jugs, boats, umbrellas, camera, 
watering cans, objects which float and sink. 
 
After Easter we plan to make a box for sunny days. 
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We would normally have held the ACE International Breakfast in early February and be in the middle of 

planning our Spring Fayre for the second half of the spring term, but alas we are unable to gather together 

physically in the current climate. Instead, committee members have come up with plans for two virtual social 

events this term: a book club and Fika.  
 

Some of us have been turning to books more as an escape during these uncertain times and 

some might be wanting a push to get back to reading. Either way, we hope the ACE book 

club will be a great way to keep in touch with fellow ACE parents and exercise a different 

part of our brains at the same time!  Holly, Ada’s mummy and an author herself, has kindly 

offered to run this. 15 parents have expressed an interest in participating and if you did, you should have 

already been contacted by Holly.  If you haven’t received an email from her, let us know!  The plan is to vote on 

a book from a small selection, then gather on Zoom - probably once a month - to discuss it.   
 

As you may know, Fika is a Swedish concept meaning to take time to have a coffee – often 

accompanied by a sweet treat – with a colleague to refresh the brain and strengthen 

relationships. We see it as a way for ACE parents to connect in these times of social 

distancing, to share current challenges and thoughts, or just have a chat.  We are grateful 

to Jess, Flo and Izzy’s mummy, for suggesting and organising the ACE Fika. 30 parents have indicated they 

would like to take part and the February groupings are being sent out this week.     
 

Below is a recipe for Kladdkaka (sticky chocolate cake) perfect for Fika as recommended by Virginie, who spent 

a year in Sweden not so long ago and became a big fan of Fika.  
 

Sticky Chocolate Cake (Kladdkaka) 
Ingredients 

2 eggs 
1 cup muscovado sugar 
4-6 tablespoons good quality unsweetened cocoa powder  
one teaspoon salt (less if using salted butter) 
7/8 cup ground almonds 
100g butter, melted 
poppy seeds 

Instructions 
1. Whisk eggs and sugar together in a bowl. Stir in the ground almonds, cocoa powder and salt. Pour in the 

butter and stir until smooth. 
2. Pour the mixture into a greased 9” spring form tin. Sprinkle some poppy seeds on top. 
3. Bake the cake in the oven at 150°C for about 15 minutes. The cake should just be set on top and sticky in-

side. Let the cake cool off. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
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Firstly we would like to thank the staff at both settings who have been absolutely magnificent, working 
through this very challenging beginning of the year when schools have been closed.  Thank you, all.  
 
Nursery School  
 

This month we feature Virginie, ENCo at ACE Nursery School… 
 
Once upon a time, in 2009, on a sunny September day, I knocked on the famous 

yellow door. I said that I had just moved to Cambridge and I was looking for a 

position as a preschool teacher. A few days later, Lisa was inviting me for an 

interview. The moment I entered the building, something magical happened... It was 

as if all the preschools where I taught in the past (Montréal, Boston and Berlin) 

were all gathered in one place.  This is the place for me, I thought; where we focus 

on the unique child, encourage creativity, in a multicultural community.  

 

Coming from parents of two different cultures, French-Canadian and Assyrian, and 

also because I had the chance to teach in different countries, I was so pleased to 

accept the role of the designated person for equality and inclusion in the setting 

(ENCo).  My aim this year is to create an ENCo calendar where all ACE families 

feel they are included and represented by sharing their special home celebrations. These might be religious, 

cultural, or a special family event that you would like us to talk about at ACE. We are currently enjoying some 

exciting activities for the Chinese New Year! 

 

When I'm not at ACE, I am very busy exploring the world with my husband and 8-year-old daughter and let’s 

not forget our new 4 month old kitten, Miko! If I ever have spare time I concentrate on writing children’s stories 

(to be published one day...). 
 
 

 
Day Nursery 

 

Sarah P and Hanna have had their first half-term of job sharing the Day Nursery Manager role, with Hanna 
stepping up one day per week and Natalie and Paulina doing the same with the deputy and third in charge 
roles.  

 
Our team member of the Autumn term is Natalie! The Day Nursery staff 
agreed that Natalie is always willing, helpful and full of encouragement and 
motivation for her colleagues. Congratulations Natalie. 
  
After being at Little ACE for three months Sofia has passed her probation 
period and taken her first Zoom training course, which was in child protection. 

STAFF NEWS 
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Sharon celebrated her 60th birthday in lockdown – happy birthday, 
Sharon! Her husband cooked a birthday meal and then she is hoping 
to plan a family celebration in the summer.   
 
Sarah P had her appraisal with Lisa – thank you to the parents who 
took the time to complete the 360 feedback forms. 
  
Hanna had a couple of weeks of juggling work and home schooling – 
thank you Hanna for your commitment to ACE during these busy 
weeks for your family. 
  
Natalie is taking on the second role as Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator (SENCo). She has attended two Zoom training sessions so 
far and her final session is next week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The latest meeting of the parents’ committee was held on 20th January. There were updates from both 
nurseries by Lisa and Sarah P and it was lovely to have Hanna (now job sharing the Day Nursery Manager role 
with Sarah P one day per week) in attendance for the first time. The autumn term finances were discussed, as 
well as occupancy levels, changes to the investment and reserves policies, online social events, lateral flow 
testing, safeguarding and the February half-term playscheme at the Nursery School.  
 
The committee can be contacted independently of either nursery via the email address below: 
 

ace.parents.committee@gmail.com 
 
Congratulations to committee member Angharad whose second daughter arrived safely in January. Angharad 
was at ACE herself as a child and we hope she chooses to add her baby to the ACE waiting list to continue the 
family connection!  
  

ACE PARENTS’ COMMITTEE NEWS  
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Big ACE co-op hours 

Thank you to all the parents who have been helping us out by shopping, washing, mending 
toys and equipment, and ensuring the smooth running of the nursery.  We are also grateful to 
Rob who continues to update the website very regularly. 
 

A number of families have painted ACE chairs (including the 
families of Oslo, Lina, George, Leila, Shepard, Clara and Cora).  
Thank you all.  One laminated children’s chair needed repairing 
and this was done both speedily and to a very high standard by 
Letty’s grandad. Thank you! On further investigation we 
discovered he was the carpenter at one of the colleges for many 
years as well as an experienced Luthier, so he is used to repairing 
guitars and fixing laminated wooden objects.  What a lucky find 
and we hope to take him up on his kind offer to show the 
children some of his instruments on the other side of the 
pandemic.  Another string to his bow is herpetology; he holds a 
licence to show great crested newts for educational purposes – 
apparently he has a lovely tank with a mirror that shows off their 
amazing spotted bellies!  
 
Little ACE co-op hours  

 

As ever, we are so grateful to our parent teams for helping with washing 
and shopping, especially when these tasks rear their heads unexpectedly or 
at the last minute – thank you to Victoria, Pav, Jon, Alice, Katharine, Ian 
and Justin. 

The plants in our front courtyard have been replanted by Gus’s mummy 
and daddy and we think you’ll agree that they really brighten up the 
entrance – thank you! 

We are also grateful to Jamie’s daddy, Rob, for keeping our website 
updated while juggling work and home schooling. 

 

  

THANK YOU! 
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 We have updated the home learning resources pages on the ACE website. For the Nursery School see 
“Easy and fun home learning ideas” or click here and for the Day Nursery, look at “Supporting your 
child’s learning at home” or follow this link.  One suggestion for half-term is a 
Superhero drawing class which may be of interest to some of you. 
  

 We are sending out a parent questionnaire at the Nursery School this week – 
please fill it in and return it to us when you have a spare moment.  It’s always 
good to hear your feedback and suggestions.  For example, in the autumn term 
questionnaire a parent suggested looking into a fruit box delivery from a local 
farm and we have just started trialling this at the Nursery School.   
 

 We recently calculated how long each of our staff members had been working 
at the two ACE settings. It came to a whopping grand total of 158 years between 19 staff! Lindsey has 
been working at ACE the longest (26 years) with Gemma and Sarah P coming in second and third with 
17 and 16 years respectively. 
   

 
 
 

ACE Nursery School 
 
Monday 15th – Friday 19th February: half-term holiday. Playscheme running (there are a couple of places left 
for Friday at the time of writing).    
Thursday 25th March: last day of term 
Friday 26th March – Monday 5th April inclusive: closed 
Tuesday 6th – Friday 9th April: closed - holiday playscheme available  
Monday 12th April: closed 
 
Tuesday 13th April: summer term begins 
 
ACE Day Nursery 
 
Friday 26th March: last day of term 
Monday 29th March – Monday 5th April inclusive: closed 
 
Tuesday 6th April: summer term begins 

  

DO YOU KNOW? 

TERM DATES 

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/easy-and-fun-home-learning-ideas.html
https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/supporting-your-childrsquos-learning-at-home.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/superhero-drawing-workshop-registration-138871962779
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 The deadline for sending in your requests for September sessions at the Nursery School is Friday 12th 

February please. Thank you to those families who have already replied. Even if your child is moving 

onto primary school this autumn, please return the form to confirm this is the case.  

 

 Please continue to notify us of all illnesses, tests and results even during the half-term holiday period 

at the Nursery School.  We will be checking emails!  

 

 Please switch off car engines outside Big ACE when dropping off and picking up.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to families who have generously given us gifts this term, thankful that ACE remained open when 

schools were closed. We were touched to receive flowers, fruit and chocolate treats to see us through 

January/February!  They have all been very much enjoyed.   

 

REMINDERS 

and finally… 


