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The latest news from ACE for parents, staff and children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not many of us could have anticipated that we would still be under lockdown a year on from the closure of 
schools on 20th March 2020. We are delighted to have been fully open at both settings throughout the third 
lockdown and it’s wonderful to see almost all children back at nursery now that schools have re-opened. Thank 
you to the staff, parents and children for doing everything they can to keep everyone safe during a year that 
has at times felt far longer than twelve months! Herewith the newsletter for the second half of the spring term; 
read on for news from both nurseries and dates for your diaries. 
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Pandemic – one year on!   
 
Who would have thought that as we were instructed to close the ACE yellow doors to everyone (other than 
the children of critical workers and vulnerable children) on Friday March 20th 2020, that we would still be in 
lockdown a year later – albeit with some breaks in between. We’re pleased to have been able to stay open 
throughout the last year thanks to the co-operation of children, parents and staff. The children have been so 
resilient, the staff team has been fantastic, parents have been incredibly patient and understanding, and the 
ACE parents’ committee has been a huge support.  
 
As you know, both ACE nurseries have remained open throughout the third lockdown but it has been lovely to 
welcome back the handful of children who stayed at home (often with older siblings) until schools re-opened 
on March 8th. We loved this quote from a returning child, "I don't like Big ACE... I LOVE Big ACE!" 

 
Thank you for letting us know about illnesses, for taking children for tests when they have had possible COVID 
symptoms, for keeping girls and boys at home when they have been under the weather and for self-isolating 
as required. Please continue to email throughout the holiday period with any health updates/test results so 
we can monitor the situation. Let’s collectively continue to do everything we can to keep everyone in the ACE 
community as safe as possible. Lateral flow testing kits are now available to anyone who is a member of a 
household or support bubble of a child attending nursery. You can find out where to pick them up here - just 
enter your postcode to find the nearest place. For example, the Abbey Leisure Centre car park, Cambridge, 
CB5 8NT is a rapid test collection site which is currently open every afternoon from 1-8pm. This week ACE staff 
have commenced twice weekly lateral flow testing at home.  
 
Offer letters for September sessions at the Nursery School have been sent out. Please let us have the reply 
slips by return to secure your child’s place for the autumn term and thank you for your understanding about 
oversubscribed days.  
 
ACE Day Nursery 
 
The two main items we would like to share with you from the Day Nursery are 
group times and, appropriately for Spring, daffodils! 
 
Group times 
 
Our aim is to provide time and space for the children to play and explore 
without too much interruption or sudden change, as we know this is crucial for 
children under three. However, we do plan for small, short, focused group 
times at least once a day because the staff find that these occasions are great 

ACE NEWS  

https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
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opportunities to work with their key children, practice turn taking, observe how the children respond to 
instructions and support the boys and girls to extend their learning. 
 
We wanted to share with you some of the activities we engage the children in: 
 
Storytime is very popular and the team tries to use both the indoor and outdoor 
spaces for this activity. The children will often choose a story. Revisiting the story 
is good practice so the children have the opportunity to recall parts of it; usually 
their favourite parts. We have some stories which have been made into cards, so 
the children can retell the story either in the correct sequence or use their 
imagination to retell it in a different way. 
 

Recently the parachute has been very 
popular. This is a great group activity with lots of movements and 
surprises, and can be used inside or outside depending on the weather! 
We often sing songs with movements to raise and lower the parachute, 
and sometimes we make it spin by walking in a circle. On occasions we 
balance a ball or a teddy bear in the middle and watch how high they go 
when we lift up our arms. 
 
At the moment, one CD that the children love to dance and move to is 
Fitness for Kids – Wiggle and Stretch. Our favourite song is Shake my 
Sillies Out. This type of group activity works 
really well with a large group of children and 
is great just before lunchtime to burn off that 
last bit of energy! 
 

Rhyme time is always fun. In this photo we were singing One, two, three, four, five, 
once I caught a fish alive. We were being creative and used the large pegs on our 
fingers. Other favourites are Baa baa black sheep, choosing a different colour (who 
doesn’t love a pink sheep?!) and Twinkle, twinkle little star. Often musical 
instruments accompany rhymes and singing. We encourage the children to choose 
their own instruments and make sure they are all put away at the end. 

 
Small errands provide us with some 
wonderful learning opportunities. For 
example, the children sometimes help us with 
the post, since there’s a post box at the end of 
Priory Road. Lots of learning happens here, 
with talking about how to keep ourselves safe, asking the children what 
we can see, counting the parked cars, recognising door numbers and so 
much more.   
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Daffodils 
 
Many of the staff had noticed newly flowered daffodils standing tall and 
proud when out walking over the weekends, and we wondered if the boys 
and girls had too. We decided to use them as a subject for some still life 
painting. We first introduced the flower and asked the group if they knew 
what the name of the flower was, and then if anyone had any daffodils in 
their garden at home. Some of the children said yes, so we asked families to 
email in photos of their child in their garden or out on a walk next to a 
daffodil. These photographs allowed for good opportunities to revisit 
experiences and we encouraged the children to talk about what they could 
see in the photographs. 
 
We also discussed which colours we could see on the daffodils and asked the 
question, ‘I wonder what it smells like?’ The children said things like ‘pretty’ 
and ‘flowers’. 
 
Next, the children mixed up the paint themselves and chose which size and 
type of paper they wanted to paint on. Hanna set up a lovely area for us to 
work in and while painting we described which colours and parts of the 
flower we could see. Some of the children were then able to tell others what 
they had learnt by remembering where the petal and stem of the flowers 
were. 
 
Alongside the painting we have been revisiting a poem about daffodils: 
 

In the garden, something green 
Is standing slender, tall and lean. 
I think it is, I hope it will 
Turn out to be a daffodil! 
 

Springing forth from bulb and root 
The grandest of the springtime shoots, 
Golden petals bright with power, 
Make us smile through springtime showers. 

 
Before the end of term, we would like to make 3D models of daffodils and 
let the children explore them in their play by having them in the mud 
kitchen. This next step will support the children’s curiosity, encourage 
them to use their senses to explore, provide opportunities to think of 
their own ideas and be proud of something they have accomplished. 
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ACE Nursery School  
 
The two main themes at the Nursery School have been books and science, linking with our dialogic book for 
this half term Harry and the Robots.     
 
On World Book Day a wide variety of characters arrived at the ACE door, including: Batman, the cat from ‘Owl 
and the Pussy-Cat’, Bob the Builder, Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland, Mary Poppins, a cowboy, ballerinas, 
Wormy (from the Owly books) and more. It was quite a sight – and a very joyful one! 
 
Thank you for sending in the titles of your children’s favourite books, which we have now put on the website.  
We had a special edition weekly update featuring all the wonderful photos of Big ACE children enjoying books 
at home or being read to by older siblings.  Three parents kindly read books to the ACE children via Zoom. 
 
Thanks also to Katie, Théo’s mummy, for making us aware of this booklist featuring picture books for young 
readers with strong female protagonists. It was published to coincide with International Women’s Day.  We 
have now purchased a few of these books for the nursery (financed from the leavers’ fund to which parents of 
2020 ACE graduates had generously donated). Diana noted that it was interesting discussing the new version 
of Rapunzel with the children. They read it together and after some prompting noticed that a prince was not 
needed to facilitate Rapunzel’s escape from the tower.       
 
Also on the theme of women, we talked about Mother’s Day and made some cards to take home. The children 
drew round one of their hands and cut it out (all their own work) before sitting individually with a member of 
staff to talk about the message they would like to send their mummies. 
 
Continuing in their artistic bent, Gemma brought in her polaroid camera and the children helped to record the 
signs of spring in the garden.  They did the same thing a month ago and then compared the two sets of 
photos. Last month the spring flowers were not blooming, but they look very different now. As with the Day 
Nursery, the photos were used to inspire still life paintings which are being displayed next to their February  

 
equivalents on the art room wall as a pictorial timeline. We’re hoping to repeat this again after Easter and we 
wonder if the trees might be in blossom at that stage? One thing that has sprung inside the nursery is the 

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/recommended_books_for_3-4_year_olds_to_enjoy.pdf
https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/international_womens_day_2021.pdf
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carrot tops (left over from an earlier art session). We’ve been watering these regularly and the children were 
delighted to discover that they have recently started to grow new shoots. 

 
We held science week at Big ACE last 
week. This involved lots of experiments 
and hypothesising about the results, 
before testing these theories in practical 
situations. For example, the girls and boys 
made standing structures from clay and 
sticks (including a dinosaur and the Tower 
of London!) They also built houses from 
different materials as in The Three Little 
Pigs and were correct in their assumption 

that the Duplo brick houses were stronger than the paper or stick houses when tested in front of a desk fan (to 
simulate the huffing and puffing of the wolf). 
 
We talked about Leonardo da Vinci and looked at some of his drawings of flying machines. Inspired by his 
designs, the children then created their own – both in 2D on paper and also in 3D out of recycled materials. 
The models were taken out into the garden to be tested to see if they flew and if so, how far.  We concluded 
that the smallest, lightest machines were the most successful in flight across the ACE garden. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bethany interviewed the Penguins about some of their inventions and 
these were videoed by the children. Afterwards the videos were 
played back to the group and everyone really enjoyed seeing 
themselves on the screen.  It was an innovative use of IT resources and 
we seem to have a few budding TV presenters in the nursery! 
 
Each group has a kite and with all the windy weather we’ve had 
recently, we took the opportunity to fly these in the ACE garden. This 
developed into another engineering project whereby the boys and girls 
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made their own kites and parachutes out of recycled materials – 
appropriately enough given it was global recycling day on 18th March (the 
children are well-versed in litter picking and separating rubbish!). Yoghurt 
pots, string and reclaimed paper were used to great effect. The children 
climbed as high as they could on objects in the garden to launch their 
homemade parachutes and see how far they would fly. 
 
Continuing our science theme, our dialogic 
book focus this half term is Harry and the 

Robots and unsurprisingly we’ve had lots of robot related activities as a result. 
We have dressed up as robots, made robots out of recycled boxes, produced 
some lovely robot pictures and enjoyed programming our Bee Bot (a floor 
robot in the shape of a bee). By attaching a pen to the Bee Bot and 

programming it to make various 
moves, the children produced a 
stunning piece of art showing 
where the robot had 
travelled on a large piece 
of paper. We then made 
our very own giant Bee 
Bot.  
 
We’re looking forward to 
our Living Eggs project (in 
the two weeks 

commencing Monday 19th April). We have run this activity every year 
for as long as anyone can remember (except for last year, for obvious 
reasons!). An incubator arrives at the start of the fortnight containing 
ten embryo eggs. Usually the chicks start to hatch on day two or three 
and fingers crossed we get to see some of them appearing from the 
shells.  In advance of their arrival, we talk about how we need to care 
for the chicks and how we should behave when the chicks are at ACE.   

As many of the children haven’t experienced live animals nearby, don’t have pets 
or haven’t been able to visit zoos/farms for months given the pandemic, this is a 
valuable project in so many ways. As well as learning about the life cycles of 
chickens, caring for living creatures and the sheer wonder and delight of seeing a 
chick hatching, it also inspires lots of wonderful artwork and discussions about 
being kind to others. We haven’t been able to take the children out on trips or 
have visitors in the last year so we feel this will be a particularly special treat in 
2021 and one that hopefully the children will remember for years to come.   
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ACE Parents’ Committee members have organised two online ACE social events this half-
term. The first meeting of the book club, run by Holly, Ada’s mummy and an author herself, 
took place last week.  Six parents gathered to discuss The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates. 
Only two had found time to finish the book but it was still a fruitful and thought-provoking 
conversation. The participating parents voted for This Lovely City by Louise Hare to be April’s 
book, and Holly is talking to Louise, the author, about possibly dropping in for a few minutes 
to answer questions! 
 

We understand that most of the February Fika groups have now managed to meet 
and that parents enjoyed chatting to other ACE contacts. Around 30 parents 
participated in groups of 3 or 4.  Do send in any photos of sweet treats created for 
these meet 
ups!  
 
 

The Easter Fika groups have now 
been sent out but if you didn’t sign 
up initially and would like to 
participate, please let us know as it’s 
never too late to join in.      
 
Fika is a Swedish concept meaning to 
take time to have a coffee with a 
colleague to refresh the brain and 
strengthen relationships. We see it as 
a way for ACE parents to connect in 
these times of social distancing, to 
share current challenges and 
thoughts, or just have a chat.  Thank 
you to Jess, Flo and Izzy’s mummy, for 
suggesting and organising the ACE 
Fika.  
 
Here’s another Fika recipe 
recommendation from Virginie (who 
spent a year in Sweden).  
 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

Swedish apple cake (with cardamom) 
Ingredients:  
For the apple topping: 

- 3 medium granny smith apples (ideally) peeled, cored and cut into ½ inch thick wedges 

- 2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
- 3 tablespoons light brown sugar 
- 1 teaspoon cinnamon 

For the cake:  
- 1 cup plain flour 
- 1 teaspoon baking powder     
- ½ teaspoon salt 
- 1 teaspoon cinnamon 
- ½ teaspoon cardamom seeds crushed in a pestle and mortar 
- ¾ cup granulated sugar 
- ½ cup light brown sugar 
- 2 large eggs 
- 6 tablespoons unsalted butter melted and cooled 
- ¼ cup sour cream 
- 1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

Instructions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 180 degrees. 
2. Grease and line a 9 inch springform tin. 
3. Make the apple topping: heat butter in saucepan over medium heat.  Add apples and 

sauté until they are lightly caramelised, about 5-8 minutes. Add brown sugar and 
cinnamon and continue to cook, stirring constantly until sugar dissolves and apples are 
evenly coated, about 1 more minute. Remove apples from heat and set aside.  

4. Make the cake: whisk flour, baking powder, salt and cardamom together in a medium 
bowl and set aside.  Whisk sugars and eggs together in a large bowl until fully combined.  
Slowly add melted butter to sugar and egg mixture and continue whisking until uniform in 
texture.  Add sour cream and vanilla and whisk until fully combined.  Add flour mixture 
and whisk until batter just comes together.  

5. Scrape batter into prepared pan and even off the top.  Arrange apples on top of the batter 
in two concentric circles.  The apples should just touch each other but not overlap.  
Reserve the butter and sugar mixture that remains in the pan.  Transfer cake to the oven 
and bake until golden brown and a skewer inserted into the centre of the cake comes out 
clean, about 40-50 minutes.  

6. Add a couple of teaspoons of water to the pan along with the reserved butter and sugar 
mixture leftover from making the apple topping.  Cook over medium heat until warm and 
syrupy in texture, about 1-2 minutes. Brush syrup over the top of the cake, particularly the 
apples.  Cool cake for at least 20 minutes on a wire rack and serve.  
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ACE Day Nursery 

 
This month we feature Sarah Piotrowski, Manager at ACE Day Nursery … 

 

I joined ACE in April 2004 and I was lucky enough to be involved in some of the 
preparation for when Little ACE first opened its doors on 17th May that same year. I 
joined as the Deputy Manager, and this was my first leadership role, so along with 
opening a new nursery it was all very exciting for me. I took on the manager’s role 
in 2007, at first as a temporary position as my manager at that time went on 
maternity leave. It was then confirmed a year later that I could continue in the 
position and 13 years on I am still here. I am pleased to say the manager who went 
on maternity leave is still a really good friend of mine.  
I completed my degree in Early Childhood Studies at University College Worcester, 
graduating in 2000. I was then fortunate, while working at ACE, to complete my 
Early Years Professional Status, completing this in 2010.  
What you might not know about me: 
- I completed the Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge in May 2019, climbing up the 
mountains of Whernside, Ingleborough and Pen-y-ghent; our challenge was to 
complete it in under 12 hours – which we just managed! 
- My first half marathon was the Great North Run – but I sadly didn’t beat Mo 
Farah!  
- My sister and I share the same birthday, but we are not twins!  
 

Sarah and Hanna have had their first term of job sharing the Day Nursery Manager role, with Hanna stepping 
up one day per week (usually Fridays) and Natalie and Paulina doing the same with the deputy and third in 
charge roles respectively. We will review how this arrangement has been working early in the summer term.     
 
We are delighted to welcome Laura to the team at Little ACE this month.  Laura is 
originally from Santander in Spain (the capital city of the Cantabria region on the 
northern coast) and she has been living in Cambridge for the last four years. Laura 
is working closely with Hanna on her induction and Laura is quickly adapting to the 

ACE routine. The children are really enjoying having a new 
friend to play with. Laura will soon start to meet families 
as she is supported by Hanna to do the “meet and greet” 
and goodbyes.   
 
We celebrated Natalie’s birthday at nursery on March 11th. She took a well-deserved 
day off on her birthday and enjoyed a walk with her parents.    
 
During our team meetings this year we have taken time to reflect on our 

STAFF NEWS 
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environment and practice. We’ve taken short videos of sessions and then as a team watched them back, 
discussing strengths and areas for development. We ask ourselves questions like: are the children engaged? Do 
we allow time for the boys and girls to think? Are we extending children’s language development? 
 
Natalie attended training on loss and bereavement and supporting family well-being.   
 
Sarah P joined a Zoom call with other early years’ practitioners to share good practice and reflect on the 
difficulties and changes faced due to COVID.  
 
 
ACE Nursery School  
 
We are sorry to announce that Lindsey, Deputy Headteacher, will be retiring at 
the end of the summer. Lindsey has been at ACE for an incredible 26 years and 
will be hugely missed. Her gentle way with children, parents and staff alike has 
been an inspiration to us all. We would like to thank Lindsey for being such an 
asset to ACE for the last quarter of a century and for everything she has done for 
the nursery. Fingers crossed that the restrictions will be lifted over the summer 
and we are able to give Lindsey a big send off! 
 
The deputy role is currently being advertised internally to all staff at both 
nurseries, with interviews to be held after Easter.   
 
Bethany has agreed to stay at ACE as a full-time member of staff from September 2021. She has been covering 
Laura’s maternity leave but with Lindsey retiring, this opens up a vacancy for Bethany to remain at ACE. 
Bethany is a great member of the team and we’re delighted she would like to stay at ACE. In fact Bethany 
attended ACE herself as a child, then volunteered with us as a sixth former. She took a part-time role here 
when she was a student at Anglia Ruskin University, before becoming a full-time member of staff after she 
graduated (with a first!) last summer. So we feel we know Bethany very well! 
 
Diana has recently undertaken a new psychological first aid training course set up by Public Health England.  
Recognising that children have been uniquely challenged by the pandemic, the course’s aim is to support 
children and their families during these turbulent times. Using self-reflection to draw upon one’s own 
experience of trauma, attendees were encouraged to recall what actions or behaviours have helped them in 
the past. The four key strands of the course are to: Prepare, by knowing the background of each child as well 
as respecting the unique and diverse identity of each family; Look, by being sensitive to signs of distress 
through changes in behaviour; Listen, responding with empathy (finding time to talk, teaching soft skills, 
employing mindfulness and breathing techniques); and to Link, signposting the family to further support 
services. Two resources Diana particularly recommends are Building Resilience in Young Children and the 
Window of Tolerance animation by Beacon House. 
 

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/building_resilience_in_young_children.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wcm-1FBrDvU
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We aim to make children feel good about themselves. Even if they are feeling low, we can look at positives. We 
are all able to reflect on the need to be psychologically well and as a staff team we are mindful of each other, 
trying to create a supportive network within the setting for all parties. Some situations have quick fixes and 
some need long term support. The key thing is that we get to know all the children very well so it’s really 
noticeable when something changes, as we are used to each child being a certain way. 
 

 
 
 
The latest meeting of the parents’ committee was held on 9th March. One of the main items discussed was 
safeguarding. We have now shared with all ACE parents the link to the NSPCC Pants campaign (also available 
here on the ACE website). It helps children understand that their body belongs to them and that they should 
tell someone they trust if anything makes them feel upset or worried. In addition, in line with safeguarding 
training and guidance, staff should not knowingly babysit children attending ACE and parents should not 
knowingly initiate this. 
 
A finance update was shared and policies were reviewed. As well as a discussion about the Fika and book club, 
tentative plans were made to hold a summer gathering at Wandlebury. We will make a decision at the next 
committee meeting in May as to whether an outdoor social event could be held on July 3rd (assuming all 
restrictions are lifted in June as per the government’s roadmap).  
 
Discussions were also had about ways to connect parents once restrictions are hopefully lifted. Various ideas 
were mooted, including a parent directory (following a suggestion from an ACE parent in response to the 
questionnaire sent out at the end of the last half term) as well as apps and other ideas. There were a range of 
opinions for and against each suggestion but in the end it was agreed that ACE will continue to open the door 
to parent–parent relations via: 

- Mentioning to parents at pick up time who their child has enjoyed playing with at ACE;  
- Reminding people about Fika sessions;  
- Reiterating that parents can, at any time, ask ACE to pass on their contact details to other families; and 
- Asking parents if they would like to add their names/contact details to a list to be circulated to 

participating parents (separately at both nurseries).  It’s not too late to join the contact list, so please 
let us know if you would like to be added. This may be useful for organising outdoor playdates if the 
rule of six/two households returns on March 29th. 
 

We talked about the bursary fund; parents are reminded that this might be available to help support fees in 
certain situations. Please speak in confidence to Sarah P/Hanna at Little ACE or Lisa at Big ACE.   
 
It was agreed that the Easter playscheme should only be made available to children currently attending ACE, 
given the pandemic.   
 
The committee can be contacted independently of either nursery via the email address below: 

ace.parents.committee@gmail.com 

ACE PARENTS’ COMMITTEE NEWS  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
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Little ACE co-op hours  
 

Our laundry team continues to do a fantastic job – thank you.  After Easter we will need some 
more help, so please do email the office if you are interested: contact@acedaynursery.org.uk  

Thank you to Andi, Max’s daddy, for taking a look at our iPod. Thank you to Vicky, Iris’s 
mummy, for taking the broken home corner unit to the tip. Thanks, also, to Jess (Margot’s 
mummy) and to Laura (Gus’s mummy) for offering to update our mud container.   

 

Big ACE co-op hours 

Thank you to Victoria (Charlotte’s mummy), Jess (Flo and Izzy’s mummy) and Shanshan (Lucas K’s mummy) for 
reading to the children via Zoom for World Book Day.  Thank you to all the parents who have been helping us 
out by shopping and doing laundry (including Orsolya, Sasha, Katie, Hannah, Jane, Justin, Collette, Clare, 
Isabel, Afef, Jess, Laura, Nicole, Michael and more); we couldn’t manage without you!  We are also extremely 
grateful to Rob (Jamie’s daddy) who continues to update the website on an almost daily basis and to Sophia 
U’s family for repairing one of the balance bikes. 
 
We have had some fantastic chair painting this half-term. Thank you John (Cora’s daddy) Afef (Lina’s mummy) 
and Clare/Matthew (George’s parents) for these works of art: 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Yaniv (Amalia’s daddy) for gluing a chair back together and also to Shanshan (Lucas’s mummy), 

Will (Sylvie’s daddy), Catherine (Samuel’s mummy) and Loukik (Julian’s daddy) for taking away lots of garden 

waste/old equipment at very short notice. Thanks also to Ben, Robin’s daddy, for offering to take away the 

next bag of garden cuttings!   

THANK YOU! 

mailto:contact@acedaynursery.org.uk
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We are also grateful to Roni and Yaniv, Amalia’s parents, for helping us to celebrate Passover at ACE. Roni held 

Zoom sessions with both the Penguins and the Puffins to explain the spring festival in stories and pictures, as 

well as providing us with ‘tea Matzos’ to taste, crackers made of special flour which are typically eaten at 

Passover.  Roni brought in a beautiful selection of flowers and greenery so that each child could make a 

bouquet, in recognition that Passover is a celebration of spring and freedom.  Staff also received a bouquet 

each; thank you! 

 

Thanks also to committee members for all the work they do behind the scenes, 
running the online social events, advising on HR, financial, legal and other 
matters, reviewing policies, writing newsletters, helping with interviews and 
more.   
 
Well done to everyone who has looked after their “bulb in a boot” so well at 
home. This daffodil is about to bloom. 
 
In addition we are grateful for the suggestions that parents make e.g. the 
contact list came from a Nursery School parent, as did the list of books 
featuring strong female characters.  Please keep the ideas coming! 

 
 
A final thank you to the ACE children 
for their help in the garden this 
week. Two cubic metre bags of play 
bark were lifted over the back wall by crane and the children 
excitedly got to work with their buckets to distribute the bark all 
around the back garden.   
Great teamwork – thank you!  
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 Assuming outdoor playdates can resume in the near future, you are always welcome to ask staff for 
suggestions of who your child might like to meet up with. We will happily pass on emails to other 
families if you would like to connect with someone in particular. 
 

 We enjoy celebrating festivals from around the world, for example we have recently marked Chinese 
New Year and Passover.  If you have any suggestions for the summer term, please get in touch.   
 

 Once primary school places are allocated in April, we will ask parents if they would like to share school 
information with other ACE families (to facilitate playdates with children heading to the same school). 
 

 Term dates for the next 2021-2022 academic year have been added to the website.  
 

 

 
 
 

ACE Nursery School 
 

Spring Term 
Thursday 25th March: last day of term 
Friday 26th March – Monday 5th April inclusive: closed 
Tuesday 6th – Friday 9th April: closed - holiday playscheme available (a couple of places are available on Friday) 
 

Summer Term 
Monday 12th April: closed for staff training 
Tuesday 13th April: summer term begins 
Monday 3rd May: Early May day bank holiday – closed 
Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June: half-term holiday.  Playscheme available Tuesday 1st June – Friday 4th June 
inclusive. Spring bank holiday on Monday 31st May 
Thursday 15th July: term ends 
Friday 16th July: closed 
Monday 19th July – Friday 13th August inclusive: summer holiday playscheme 
Monday 15th August – Thursday 2nd September: closed 
 

Autumn Term 
Friday 3rd September: autumn term starts 
 
ACE Day Nursery 
 

Spring Term 
Friday 26th March: last day of term 
Monday 29th March – Monday 5th April inclusive: closed 

DO YOU KNOW? 

TERM DATES for the remainder of this academic year 
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Summer Term  

Tuesday 6th April: summer term begins 

Monday 3rd May: Early May day bank holiday - closed 

Monday 31st May: Spring bank holiday - closed 

Wednesday 18th – Tuesday 31st August inclusive: closed for our summer break 
 

Autumn Term 

Wednesday 1st September: autumn term begins – staggered start for new children 
 

 

 
 

 Please send back your confirmation slips for September sessions at the Nursery School by return. 

Thank you to those families who have already replied and for your flexibility. We were oversubscribed 

with requests for the early part of the week so have had to rebalance days with many of you.      

 

 Please continue to notify us of illnesses, tests and results during the holiday period. We will be 

checking emails at both settings.  

 

 When picking up/dropping off at the Nursery School, please avoid taking cars into the road at the back 

of ACE and as soon as you have picked up your child, please exit from the area so as not to annoy our 

neighbours at the solicitors or in the flats. Thank you.  

 

 Clocks spring forward to British Summer Time on Sunday 28th March. 

 

 

 

 

 
If the data and vaccine programmes continue to head in the right 
direction, we might be able to meet up with others outdoors over the 
Easter break (from March 29th). Parker’s Piece (on the doorstep of the 
Nursery School) looks particularly inviting when the sun is out and with 
the daffodils in full bloom in ACE yellow! Hopefully you will soon be able 
to play on Parker’s Piece with friends after school, as the weather 
improves and the restrictions are relaxed. Fingers crossed. 
 

Happy holidays to all. 

REMINDERS 

and finally… 


