
 

October 2021 
 

The latest news from ACE for parents, staff and children 
 
 

 
 
Welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year. We’ve been focusing on settling in new children and 
welcoming back our returning children, as well as enjoying lots of autumnal activities and hosting OFSTED for a 
visit at the Day Nursery! Herewith our newsletter for the first half of the autumn term; we aim to send one out 
at the end of every half term.  Read on for news from both nurseries and dates for your diaries. We have also 
included a brief history of ACE in this edition for those who are new to us and may like to read up about our 55-
year history!   
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Introduction  
 

It has been lovely to welcome new families to ACE this term as well as those of you who are back for another 
year. The children have settled in amazingly well and the staff are enjoying getting to know the new starters. 
The returning children have been a big help as they show the ropes to their new friends. At the Nursery 
School, online parent meetings for new children have been taking place and this will be extended to parents of 
children in their second year after half-term. Parents of children at the Day Nursery have received an email this 
week inviting them to organise a ‘parent chat’ with their child’s key person. These conversations give parents 
and teachers an opportunity to get to know each other a little better, talk about what the children and families 
enjoy sharing at home and perhaps get some ideas for activities we can do with all the children. At the Nursery 

School we have two groups of mixed age children, the 
Puffins and Penguins, including five summer born 
children who have deferred school entry by a year.  The 
Nursery School takes up to 40 children at a time and 
we actually have 52 enrolled (as not all children attend 
full-time). At the Day Nursery we take up to 17 children 
every day and we currently have 23 registered.     
 

Although the government has relaxed many of the 
pandemic restrictions, at ACE we are carrying on with 
the controls we have had in place for the last year; 

these include increased cleaning, pick up/drop offs taking place outdoors and twice weekly lateral flow testing 
by staff. Thank you for maintaining social distancing as you queue to drop off and pick up your children and for 
wearing face coverings. All household members over the age of eleven are encouraged to carry out twice 
weekly lateral flow tests at home. To find out where you can collect home test kits, visit here. You can also 
order some online to be delivered directly to your home here. Flu jabs are being encouraged by the 
government for all children aged 2-15 years (as at 31st August 2021) and further details are available here. 
   
Congratulations to the Day Nursery on their outstanding rating following the recent Ofsted visit.  It was a 
challenging time of year to be inspected, with new children settling in, but the team did a great job. Further 
details are set out below.  
 
A number of years ago an ACE parent suggested a leavers’ fund – the idea being that instead of parents buying 
individual boxes of chocolates etc. at the end of term, it would be great for parents to club together to buy 
new (much wished for) play equipment. It’s a way of showing thanks and leaving a little legacy from one group 
of ACE children for the benefit of future attendees. This year was particularly successful, raising £1,255 at the 
Nursery School and £466 at the Day Nursery. Thank you to everyone who donated.  Over the last seven years 
the fund has raised more than £5,600 for ACE, which has enabled us to buy some fabulous resources for future 
generations of children to enjoy. Last year, for example, we were able to set up a sensory room at the Nursery 

ACE NEWS  

https://www.gov.uk/find-covid-19-lateral-flow-test-site
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999276/PHE_protecting_your_child_against_flu_leaflet_information_for_parents.pdf
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School and buy a new home corner for the Day Nursery. Thanks to Shiri (Mikey’s 
mummy) and Anna (Drew’s mummy) from the committee for getting these 
initiatives off the ground at both ACE settings this summer.  The first purchases 
at the Nursery School have already been made: a number of Mantra Lingua 
dual language books and a talking pen. When the pen touches a page of the 
book, it can read the story in a huge number of languages. Virginie has 
completed the training for this equipment and will be using it regularly with the 
children. Funds have also been used to buy recycled items for the mud kitchen 
and playhouse (further details below). At the Day Nursery we have bought a 
new storage unit for our books (pictured here). We are also looking to replace 
the children’s sofa and chair; our current furniture is fairly worn so we would 
like some new seating for the children to sit on comfortably and enjoy looking 
at our books. 

 
 
ACE Day Nursery 
 

We have three main items to share with you in this edition: news of our recent Ofsted visit, planting and 
growing grass, and the telling tree.   
 
Ofsted called at lunchtime on 15th September to say they would be with us all day the following day. It has 
been more than five years since their last visit to the Day Nursery. Sarah P took the inspector on a learning 
walk around the setting, talked about our curriculum and what we want the children to learn. The inspector 
spoke to staff and a parent as well as reviewing documentation. She was interested in safeguarding, the 
impact of the pandemic and staff wellbeing.  When giving her verbal feedback at the end of the day she said 
she was impressed with the outdoor space and the variety of activities the children can engage with there.  
She also noted how well the staff knew all the children. The report is a good read and starts with, “The babies 
and toddlers that attend this setting receive a wealth of excellent learning experiences.” It can be read in full 
here. 
 
Thanks to those of you who emailed in with written feedback which the inspector read and took into account. 
Congratulations to the Day Nursery team on retaining their outstanding rating!   
 
 

Growing grass 
When we returned in September the wildflowers which we had 
enjoyed over the summer had sadly seen their last days. This 
meant we had some space to grow something new. The children 
really enjoyed looking after the sunflowers which we grew in the 
summer term, so Hanna wanted to introduce something else that 
the girls and boys could sow and watch grow over time, taking 
note of the changes and thinking about why these changes were 

https://www.ace-nursery-school.org.uk/uploads/5/1/9/0/5190233/ofsted_adn_sep_2021.pdf
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happening. We chose to grow some grass. We don’t have any grass in the Little ACE garden so Hanna thought 
this would be a lovely idea and something that will be suitable for all seasons. The grass seed was sewn in a 
tyre containing compost and a small group assisted with the watering.  The children were very good at 
sprinkling in the grass seeds and learnt new words such as ‘moist’ and ‘soil’.  Hanna revisited the sunflowers; 
we still had a few remaining and some of the boys and girls made links to when we planted those. To our 
surprise we saw some grass growing within a few days! We said the warm September sunshine had helped. 
Soon the tyre was full of bright green grass and this quickly became a suitable area for small world play. 
 
To extend this project further, Hanna thought each child might like to have their own named pot of grass seed 
to watch grow. But this time her aim was for the children to practise their fine motor skills and develop their 
skills using scissors, by cutting the grass when it became too long. As a little added extra, the children 
decorated their pots and these will go home soon, so the children can show their mummies and daddies their 
scissor skills.  
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Telling Tree 
We love to hear what you have been doing outside of ACE; from meeting with friends, 
going to a farm or helping daddy/mummy in the kitchen. This information gives the 
staff ideas about children’s interests and allows for a holistic picture of the children’s 
learning and development. With this in mind, we have created a telling tree, which you 
will see on the front door. The idea is for the staff to use the tree as a way of recording 
little experiences which your children are having at home. At drop off or pick up if you 
share something about what your child has done then the person greeting you at the 
door will write it on a ‘bird’ and stick it on the tree. Natalie wanted to use birds as a 
way of sharing experiences so that when talking to the children we can use the phrase, 
‘a little birdie told me...’ 

 
Natalie involved the children with making the tree, so to begin with she took a small group to the top of Beche 
Road where they found a beautiful house covered in a red Virginia creeper. The group spent some time looking 
at the leaves, collecting fallen leaves and talking about what other things have leaves. Natalie prepared the 
tree outline, encouraging the children to select feathers and leaves to stick on it.  For those children who 
didn’t want to use glue, they made their marks with coloured pencils.  

 
Forest School  

Due to settling in our new children, Natalie hasn’t re-commenced forest school sessions 
yet.  However, she has been down to Logan’s Meadow to risk assess the area ready for 
starting next week. Natalie wanted to find out what the children were thinking about the 
forest school sessions, so rather than telling them what they might do, she used the 
question. ‘I wonder what we will do in the forest?’ Natalie’s aim was to challenge their 
thinking skills. These are a few of the things the children said: 
 ‘What will we do?’, ‘Why are we going?’,‘Will there be water when we go?’,‘Will I need 
my coat?’, ‘Are we going to come back?’ 
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ACE Nursery School  
The main highlights of this half-term at the Nursery School have been our 
dialogic book, The Tiger Who Came to Tea, and our overarching ‘autumn’ 
theme.  We also update you below on our allotment and the first outing of the 
term. 
 
Judith Kerr’s The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
This was chosen as our dialogic book talk for the half-term as it has a familiar 
domestic setting and enables us to provide a range of role play activities from picnics and tea parties to 
dressing up as wild animals. The children also made up their own story called ‘The Tiger who came to ACE’.   
 
The children made their own Tiger and Sophie, characters from the book. Sophie and Tiger have pride of place 
in the Big Room where the children often talk to them and include them in their imaginary play.  We provided 
real teapots for the children to practise their pouring skills and we even used the teabags for printing in the art 
room.  Tiger patterns opened up discussions on patterns in other animals and the world around us… even on 
the clothes we wear.   
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The children did their own research into tigers using books and 
the iPad.  We started with a mind map to capture what we 
know about the animals. The children already had some good ideas:  
‘They are orange and black’, ‘they eat vultures’, ‘they live in Africa’, ‘they have a long face and long ears’…   
 
One parent wrote to say, “I wondered whether the Tiger Who Came to Tea had been read at ACE.  It’s not one 
we have at home but my child came back yesterday and ‘wrote’ a book titled ‘The Dinosaur who came to tea’, 
then proceeded to ‘read’ it to me for one of our bedtime stories.  The plot seemed familiar!” 
 
The above example illustrates perfectly the benefits of dialogic reading.  This is the practice whereby a child 
and adult share a picture book, focusing on the book and story through talk.  In dialogic reading, the adult 
helps the child become the teller of the story.  The adult becomes the listener, the questioner and the audi-
ence for the child.  Research indicates this is more effective in developing language than an adult reading a 
book to the child with little interaction.  It also develops more complex language skills such as listening com-
prehension and the ability to form an argument and to elaborate.  It helps children to use more words and 
speak in longer sentences.    
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Autumn 
Many leaves are falling in the ACE garden and these have been used for a variety of purposes: adding to dis-
plays, creating autumn pictures and as part of music and movement activities on the parachute, seeing how 
they flutter when flying around the room! Various rhymes and songs are also being shared with the children 
related to autumn, which they are learning well: 
 
One of the rhymes is: 
 
Leaves are falling 
Softly floating 
Tumbling to the ground. 
 
Leaves are falling 
Softly floating 
Tumbling to the ground. 
 
Orange, red brown yellow orange 
Tumbling to the ground 
Orange, red brown yellow orange 
Tumbling to the ground. 
 
Here the children are helping to put together a display and making observational drawings of leaves:    

 
Pumpkins and squashes have been a great autumnal resource; we’ve been seeing how different they are in 
terms of colour, shape, size and texture.  The Puffins used clay to make their own - learning how to utilise the 
tools offered to add details and then painting them ready to take home. 
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A popular Pick Your Own 
pumpkin patch (and 
maize maze) is Undley 
Farm, near Lakenheath. 
See here for further 
details.  It’s open until 
the end of October 
although you need to 
book a time slot before 
going.   

 

 
Waterstones has some 
wonderful book pumpkins 
on display…something to 
try at home? Or perhaps a 
hedgehog?  
 
 
 
As well as thinking about autumn we have used some of our old wellington boots for the children to plant a 
spring bulb to take home and tend.  This year we chose tulips and look forward to receiving photos in the new 
year of flowering 'boots'. This is to give the children some concept of how long it takes plants and flowers to 
grow.  
 
Reflecting on the colour changes that take place during autumn, the children have 
been experimenting with colour mixing with paints. 

https://undleyfarmevents.co.uk/
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Allotment update 
As you may know, we created a new ‘allotment’ in the back garden earlier this year. Families were incredibly 
helpful in preparing the area, buying compost and donating seedlings.  It has been very successful. We are still 
harvesting tomatoes, squashes, courgettes and runner beans and these are being offered at snack time. We 
have also retained some of the runner bean seeds in preparation for sowing them next year. 

 

We have just picked some 
very small carrots which 
were grown from seeds 
we generated ourselves. 
Earlier in the year we 
bought a bunch of carrots 
complete with green foli-
age which were used as 
inspiration for artwork 
initially and then to eat!  
We cut off some of the 
greenery and replanted a 
small piece from the top 
of the carrots. They grew 

really tall, flowered and 
produced seeds which 
we planted in the allot-
ment.  It’s our first year 
with the allotment and 
we now know we need 
to start a bit earlier in the 
year if we want to gener-
ate our own fully sized 
carrots!     

 
Charity shop outing 
We’re delighted to have had our first outing this term.  Four children and two members of staff enjoyed a walk 
to one of the charity shops on Burleigh Street. The idea was that the children made the purchasing decisions 
and could buy items they would like to enhance the mud kitchen and the playhouse. Back at ACE, the children 
who had been on the trip made a presentation to their group to explain what they selected and why. The 
purchases were paid for out of the leavers’ fund – thank you to parents for making this possible. There was a 
range of cooking vessels and items to make the playhouse more homely, like wooden fruit and vegetables 
together with a picture and clock for the wall.  The pièce de résistance is a wooden ‘pet’ cat for ACE, 
subsequently named Rosie and given a set of rules to ensure she is well looked after (decided upon by the 
children).   
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With COVID infection rates still high we decided not to hold our usual autumn term social event 
for families, the annual ACE pumpkin party (when families are encouraged to bring in their 
carved pumpkins – displayed here on the fire escape in the Big ACE garden pre-pandemic).  
However, we would very much like to see your pumpkin photos so please send them in. 
 
AGM 
We would encourage you to join our virtual Annual General Meeting on Thursday 11th 
November from 8pm for just over an hour.  There will be brief speeches from Lisa Tuohy 
(Headteacher) Sarah Piotrowski and Hanna Ochalik-Baca (Day Nursery Managers) as well as 
members of the ACE Parents’ Committee, and we will vote in a new committee.  Biographies of 
the parents seeking re-election have been sent round separately.  
 
Please email the Big ACE office ace_nursery@tiscali.co.uk  if you 
would like to be sent the Zoom link for the meeting.  
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic – Save the Date! 
We usually end the year’s social events with a gathering for families 
from both nurseries at Wandlebury.  We’ve booked next year’s for 
Saturday 25th June 2022, 2-4pm, so please save it for now and 
fingers crossed we can go ahead.  Further details to follow nearer the 
time. 
 
 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

mailto:ace_nursery@tiscali.co.uk
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ACE Nursery School  
 
This month we feature Zoë from the Nursery School: 
 
I joined ACE in September 2021 and already feel at home.  I am half 
American on my mother’s side and I’m the middle child in my 
family, with an older sister (21 months older) and a younger 
brother (7 years younger). I’ve always lived in Cambridge and I 
have wanted to be a teacher and work with children for as long as I 
can remember. My parents still remind me of this and find registers 
I made for my toys when I was little! 
 
I started working in a small village pre-school as an unqualified 

playworker in 2012. The following year I completed my CACHE level 3 qualification for the Children and Young 
People’s Workforce. I later became the Deputy Manager of the pre-school and achieved my level 4 certificate 
for the Early Years Advanced Practitioner.  I have also worked with children aged 5-11 years at an afterschool 
club, whilst simultaneously working as a nanny for two children aged 4 and 5.   
 

I love History, in particular the Ancient Egyptians.  
Visiting the Sedgwick Museum has been one of 
my favourite things to do since I was small. I like 
flowers and taking photographs as well as baking 
(lemon drizzle is my signature bake!) In my spare 
time I enjoy visiting National Trust properties with 
my partner, Josh. We will be celebrating our ten 
year anniversary next month!  I have two white 
cats called Louis and Pongo, who are brother and 
sister; they are very soppy!   
 
ACE is such a wonderful, warm and inviting 
nursery school and I am proud to now be part of such a fantastic place.  I feel so 

fortunate to have celebrated my 30th birthday at ACE this month with all of the children and teachers.  It was 
brilliant!   

 
Zoë also baked some delicious (nut-free) chocolate brownies to celebrate her birthday and brought them into 
ACE, which everyone very much enjoyed! 
 
 

STAFF NEWS 
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Congratulations to Bethany who has enjoyed her graduation ceremony this week – delayed from the summer 
of 2020 due to the pandemic. Bethany was awarded a first class degree in Primary Education Studies from 
Anglia Ruskin University. She went to the Guildhall where she was dressed in her robe and cap, had 
professional photos taken with her parents, then attended the ceremony at The Corn Exchange. Afterwards 
there was a reception back at Anglia Ruskin followed by a meal at Parker’s Tavern including, amongst other 
dishes, truffled duck egg on toast!     
 
As some of you may know, Bethany came to ACE as a child… 
 

 
ACE Day Nursery  
 
Paulina and Natalie completed a sky dive on Sunday 12th September to raise money for the NSPCC. This was 
their first sky dive; while Natalie absolutely loved it and is planning her second, Paulina is pleased she has 
ticked it off her bucket list but won’t be rushing to complete another one! Both were very brave; we enjoyed 
hearing about their day and watching the videos - well done! 
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We have two volunteers joining us at the Day Nursery. Lidia is a student studying at Hills Road Sixth Form 
College who would like some experience in a nursery setting to gain vital experience as she would like to 
pursue a future career working with children. Lidia started with us on Monday 11th October. Jade is a student 
studying Early Childhood Studies and hopes to graduate in June 2022. Jade is interested in nursery 
management and having had experience working in a day nursery she would now like some exposure to the 
management and leadership side. Jade’s first day was Tuesday 19th October. 
 
Paulina has attended paediatric first aid training and Sharon has recently updated her child protection 
training. All ACE staff refresh their first aid and child protection training every three years, while Hanna and 
Sarah (the designated people for child protection at Little ACE) update their training every two years.    
 
 
 
 
The latest meeting of the parents’ committee was held virtually on 22nd September 2021.  We discussed the 
recent visit by OFSTED to the Day Nursery, vaccinations, changes to the Early Years Foundation Stage, finances 
for the year ended 31st August 2021, plans for the AGM and the possible shape of the new parents’ 
committee.  
 
Many thanks to the ACE parents’ committee members who continue to help on all fronts (attending meetings, 
taking minutes, writing newsletters and more). To Shiri, Liam, Rosie, Sarah, Angharad, Anna, Liudmila, Tania, 
Jess, Holly, Hannah, Caspar and Liz – huge thanks.  They are nearing the end of their current year’s service on 
the committee and we would like to thank them all for their time and expertise.  Four will be moving on now 
that their children are at big school and we look forward to working with new committee members from after 
the AGM in November. 
 
The committee can be contacted independently of either nursery via the email address below: 

ace.parents.committee@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
We ask each family to complete five co-op hours this term or pay in lieu, if it isn’t possible to 
help out.  We have had many contributions already. Here is a selection and apologies to 
anyone we have missed out.   
 
Little ACE co-op hours  

 

Thank you for the quick responses from the Day Nursery families when we needed help with our fuse and 
broken door handle. It was amazing to have so many parents offering their help but also amazing to see the 
efforts you went to in order to fix the problems really quickly for us. 

THANK YOU! 

ACE PARENTS’ COMMITTEE NEWS  

mailto:ace.parents.committee@gmail.com
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Thanks to all the parents who have been 
helping with our laundry: Maria and Loukik 
(Lena’s parents); Hanna and Jon (Clara’s 
parents); Ella and Mustafa (River’s parents); and 
Georgia and Jack (Edith’s parents).  
 
We really appreciate Anca and Peter (Rowan D’s 
parents) taking on the gardening; we’re excited 
about your ideas and grateful for your expertise 
in this area.     
 
Thank you for supporting our autumn project 
with collecting items on your autumn walks and 
for sending in photographs for our 
Cambridgeshire board – we had this beautiful 
photograph sent in of sunrise over Ditton 
Meadows  – how beautiful.  

Big ACE co-op hours 

We’re extremely grateful to Jemma and Tom (Tallulah’s parents) who donated the most beautiful Moroccan 
tiles and then Jemma retiled all four children’s sinks. They look absolutely stunning and have added a real 
splash of colour to the cloakroom.   

 
Thank you to Lee (Erik and Jake’s daddy), Agnes’ grandmother, Catherine 
(Samuel’s mummy), Jenni (Orla’s mummy), Vicky and Richard (Iris’s parents) as well as to Bethany’s father and 
Tommy’s grandfather for all your help with various gardening/maintenance tasks and donations of 
plants/pumpkins/squashes. Thanks to Becca (Gilbert’s mummy) for sewing curtains for the playhouse and to 
Jenny (Oslo’s mummy) for repairing a seat cover. 
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Thank you to all the parents who have been helping us out by shopping and doing laundry, including: Collette 
(Clemmie’s mummy), Regev and Yael (Yotam’s parents), Sama (Noah’s mummy), Orsolya and Letif (Sophie’s 
parents), Dominic (Maia’s daddy), Afef (Lina’s mummy), Jocasta (Lorenzo’s mummy), Sylwia (Hania’s mummy), 
and Viktoria (Matthew’s mummy). 
 
Huge thanks to Rob, Jamie’s daddy, for his regular and efficient updating of the ACE website.  
 
Please get in touch if you would like to help and have an idea of what you would like to do for your co-op 
hours.  We’re open to most suggestions!  Also please contact us if you have not yet completed any co-op hours 
this term; there is always something to help with.   
 
We couldn’t manage without you – thank you, everyone. 

 
 
 
 

 At both nurseries we celebrate children’s birthdays. You are welcome to bring in a NUT-FREE cake or 
muffins.  We add the candle and sing happy birthday.  The cake is shared at snack time.  Cakes can be 
homemade or shop bought but if the latter please ensure the label does not state “may contain traces 
of nuts” as unfortunately we can’t use these cakes when we have children with nut allergies in the 
settings. 
 

 At the Nursery School, children bring a nut-free packed lunch.  If 
you find yourself in want of ideas, ‘healthier lunchbox recipes’ 
can be found here on the NHS website.  In addition, First Steps 
Nutrition Trust has lots of useful information on its website here 
– scroll down for a free downloadable guide to “Eating well: 
packed lunches for 1-4 year olds”. 

 
 
 
 

ACE Nursery School 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
Monday 25th – Friday 29th October (inclusive): half-term holiday.  Holiday playscheme available – we have a 
couple of places left for Wednesday and Thursday so please contact the office if you are interested.  
Friday 17th December at 12.30pm: term ends.  No holiday playscheme 
 
Spring Term 2022 
Wednesday 5th January: term begins 
Monday 14th – Friday 18th February (inclusive): half-term holiday.  Holiday playscheme available 
Thursday 31st March: term ends.  Holiday playscheme available Monday 4th – Friday 8th April inclusive 

DO YOU KNOW? 

TERM DATES  

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years
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ACE Day Nursery 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
Thursday 23rd December: last day of term 
Friday 24th December – Monday 3rd January (inclusive): closed  
 
Spring Term 2022 
Tuesday 4th January: first day of term 
Friday 8th April: last day of term  
Monday 11th – Monday 18th April inclusive: closed 
 

Term dates for both settings for the whole 2021/22 academic year are available on the website.  
 

 

 
 

 Please keep us informed of all absence so we can keep a track of illnesses, tests and results. We’re 
very grateful to you for keeping children away from nursery when they are unwell and for taking them 
for PCR tests if any COVID symptoms are apparent. 
 

 Please continue to wear face coverings at pick up and drop off time, to socially distance in the queue to 
drop-off/collect and to undertake twice weekly lateral flow tests to try and keep everyone in the ACE 
community as well as we can as we enter the winter period. 
 

 The government is encouraging all children aged 2-15 years on 31/8/21 to have the flu vaccine and 
further details are available here. 
 

 Parents of children who will be at least four years old by 31st August 2022 can now apply for primary 
school places for September 2022 admission.  The deadline is 15th January 2022. Further information is 
available at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions. 
 

 To attend our virtual AGM on Thursday 11th November at 8.00pm, please email the Big ACE office at 
ace_nursery@tiscali.co.uk to request that the Zoom link is sent to you. 
 

 Playdate contact sheets have been put together at both nurseries and circulated to those who have 
signed up.  If you would like to opt in and share your contact details with other ACE parents with a 
view to organising playdates, please let us know.  
 

 Naming clothes/boots/shoes – a few of our children have the same coat for example, and on a couple 
of occasions staff are sending children home with the wrong one because they are not named!  
 

REMINDERS 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999276/PHE_protecting_your_child_against_flu_leaflet_information_for_parents.pdf
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:ace_nursery@tiscali.co.uk
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For the families who join us in the autumn term, we like to include a brief history of ACE in the first newsletter 
of the academic year to give you some background about the organisation.  
 

ACE Nursery School was founded in 1966 as a parents’ co-operative by the Advisory Centre for Education in 
conjunction with Janet Weinroth, the first Supervisor (or Headteacher). All parents make a practical 
contribution to the running of the nursery, whether shopping, doing maintenance tasks, providing IT help, 
gardening, shredding or writing newsletters! The ACE Parents’ Committee is elected annually and comprises 
up to 13 parents together with Lisa Tuohy, Headteacher, and Sarah Piotrowski/Hanna Ochalik-Baca, Day 
Nursery Managers. The Committee is responsible for all aspects of the administration of the school – 
appointment of key staff, strategic direction, financial control… leaving the teaching staff free to concentrate 
on the children.  
 

As a co-operative, the well-being of the children and staff is dependent on real input from parents. Social 
events are organised by parents for parents. It is important that ACE is thoroughly inclusive for all children 
irrespective of parental income. We operate a bursary fund which allows fees to be subsidised in certain 
situations. The fund is generously supported by donations from local companies, colleges and individuals, for 
which we are extremely grateful. Peterhouse has been our landlord throughout our 55 year history and we are 
incredibly appreciative of all their support over the last half century. 
 

ACE started life in a narrow three storey Victorian building in Station Road, with a long walled-in garden which 
served as the children’s play yard – it was home to two friendly animals: a cat and a guinea pig. A year later in 
1967 we moved to the larger premises at 37 Parkside. A parent architect, David Butler, was instrumental in 
transforming the premises into a haven for progressive early childhood education, with artists painting fantasy 
floral frescoes on the walls and academics/professionals sharing their knowledge during the children’s circle 
time. The first supervisor of ACE was Janet Weinroth 
(pictured playing the guitar and singing folksongs to ACE 
children circa 1967 – her favourites were Jim Along Josie 
and Froggie Went a Courtin’). She was very “go ahead” 
and creative, with a passion for the arts. She was 
supported by Eda, who still lives nearby. Janet was 
American and had first nurtured her interest in childhood 
education in the 1940s when she attended New York’s 
reputed Bank Street College of Education. In 1951 she 
moved to Israel and became head of a nursery school at 
Kibbutz Tel Amal. Subsequently she ran a nursery school 
in Jerusalem with a network of friends and parents. In 
1964 Janet and family travelled to Cambridge, where her 
husband - Howard - pursued a doctorate in British history. Janet secured a job as a teacher at Millington Road 
Nursery (which is still going strong in Newnham). Later she was recruited by the Advisory Centre for Education 
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to set up what became known as ACE Nursery School. She enlisted the aid of friends, neighbours and contacts 
from the University, and ACE was formed in 1966.  
 

Monique Turpin, Janet’s assistant, took over in 1968 when 
Janet returned to Israel. Monique (pictured playing the piano 
at ACE circa 1968) had a natural love of children and strived 
above all to ensure ACE provided a happy and nurturing 
environment for the children. Paula Watson applied for the 
job of Headteacher in 1980 after seeing the role advertised in 
the Times Educational Supplement, making the 200 mile 
journey from the North West not long after obtaining her 
teaching degree. The first person she met in Cambridge was 
Monique, before going on to be interviewed by six ACE 
parents from the Committee. After what she describes as a 
rollercoaster first year, Paula made ACE her own, providing a 
warm, secure and stimulating environment where children 

could gain confidence, develop at their own pace, make friends and acquire many social, intellectual and 
physical skills. Paula served an amazing 27 years in charge, retiring in 2007. She still lives near ACE and we 
enjoy catching up with her from time-to-time.  
 
Sally West (pictured here on the right, with Paula Watson 
on the left) is also an important person in the history of 
ACE, as the longest serving employee to date – 28 years as 
Deputy Head, retiring in 2011. We also keep in touch with 
Sally, who occasionally still comes in to play! When Paula 
decided to retire, we were nervous about who could be 
found to replace her, but we need not have worried – 
everyone knew instantly that ACE was in safe hands with 
Lisa when she took over in 2007. Lisa has managed to bring 
ACE into the 21st century (Safeguarding, GDPR and all 
that!) whilst retaining the true spirit with which ACE was 
founded. 

 

 
 
Lindsey Johnson has just retired as Deputy Head (in August 
2021) after another incredible stint at ACE - 26 years - and we 
look forward to her coming back to visit soon.  Lindsey is 
pictured here at her celebration party in the ACE garden in 
July.  She was known for her gentle way with the children and 
was always incredibly popular with ACE families.  Six of her 
grandchildren (now aged 4 to 17) have also attended ACE.  
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Gemma is also doing very well in terms of providing long-term staff continuity at ACE having started at ACE in 
2003 and as well as working at ACE spent six years studying for her BA in Early Years with the Open University, 
which she completed in 2014. She was recently appointed Deputy Head at ACE following Lindsey’s retirement 
and is already proving a great support to Lisa.   
 
The Parkside property needed underpinning in 2000 and whilst this was happening, we vacated the property 
to take up the offer of renting a Council owned building in Priory Road - the site we now know as Little ACE. 
When we moved back to Parkside, the parents’ committee at the time took the bold step of keeping the Priory 
Road property as there was strong parental demand for a day nursery for younger children. ACE Day Nursery 
was born in 2004. The first manager was Emma Smith, who stayed in post for eight years before leaving to 
start a family. Sarah Piotrowski has been at the Day Nursery since day one – an incredible 17 years in Priory 
Road!  
 
We were sad to learn that Monique died in March 2018 and 
Janet in 2014. As a tribute to both and in celebration of 
ACE, we held a Headteachers’ commemoration event in July 
2019 at which Paula (longest serving Headteacher to date) 
unveiled a framed picture of all four Headteachers which is 
now on permanent display in the entrance hall at the 
Nursery School. It was lovely to see so many current/past 
ACE families at the event and we were delighted that Paula, 
Philip Turpin - one of Monique’s sons - and Sally West were 
able to join us. Thanks also to Michelle Weinroth, one of 
Janet’s daughters, for sending us a number of photos of 
Janet at ACE from the late 1960s. Parent co-operation has 
always been absolutely vital to ACE throughout its history 
and the current group of parents is no exception – offering to carry out co-op tasks and serve on the 
committee, gardening, mending equipment, writing newsletters and shopping etc.  
 

VIVA ACE! 

 
 
 


