ACE

nusaryseool -~ Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy

We acknowledge that all settings working with children aged from birth to the end of the reception year (the
year in which the child turn five) work within the EYFS framework and ensure all staff are familiar with it.

At ACE we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all of our children. With the condition that
all children will receive a strong foundation for their future learning. Every child within our care deserves the
best possible start in their early childhood and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.

At ACE we achieve this by:

Each child will be allocated a key person at point of registration.

We have a designated person responsible for monitoring the EYFS (EYFS Senior Practitioner: Bethany
Peck).

Each child will have an individual learning journal containing relevant EYFS information (including a
child’s starting point and a two-year developmental check document completed between the age of 2 and
3 years old) gathered by their key person, which will be shared with parents/carers and overseen by the
EYFS Co-ordinator, Deputy or Headteacher.

Parent/carer consent to share information will be requested when the child joins the setting.
Parent/carers can have access to their child’s learning journal at any time.

Staff will undertake relevant EYFS training and will have a good subject knowledge of the EYFS
framework. Staff will be mentored regularly by the senior team and work with ACE’S own curriculum.
This seeks to provide a secure foundation through planning play opportunities for each individual child.
We will continue to facilitate play opportunities and ensure children are able to choose how they spend
their time during free play sessions and are never made to participate - only gently encouraged.

We will tailor the EYFS provision to meet the individual needs of the children and families attending the
setting through our curriculum.

Children joining the setting with Special Educational Needs/Disabilities (SEND) will be entitled to the
same equal opportunities and experiences as any other child. ACE acknowledges the importance of
parental/carer knowledge and experience in relation to any child. Support will be sought from the
settings SENCo’s (Diana Church and Bethany Peck) when required following information gathered
from parents/carers.

Our SEN/D policy will be followed (this policy can be found on the ACE website).

Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring every child is included and supported.
A key element of the EYFS framework is information sharing and communication between staff,
parents/carers and other settings. EYFS information will only be shared with another setting in
accordance with our 'Sharing information with other settings' policy.

ACE curriculum goals:

Investigation and expression of the arts

1. Exploring the ACE environment

2. Exploring music and culture from around the world
3. Independently choosing resources

4. Actively participating in role-play

5. Individual self-expression across the arts

Problem solving and critical thinking
1. Explore a range of puzzles and games
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e 2. Using numbers for a purpose

e 3. Developing a trial and error attitude
e 4.Engageina STEM activity

e 5. Knowing where to look for answers

Exploring the natural world and community
e 1. Observing the world around them
e 2. Interacting with the environment
e 3. Goingon a trip beyond the ACE environment
e 4. Understanding similarities and differences
e 5. Asking why, how, what, when and where

Learning through play in a safe and stimulating environment
e 1. Interactions with an adult and observation of others
e 2. Playing alongside others
e 3. Forming friendships
e 4. Drawing on life experiences (cultural capital)
e 5. Playing co-operatively and independently with peers

Promoting independence and physical confidence
e 1. Learning the ACE handwashing song and steps
e 2. Tackling physical challenges with adult support
e 3. Have a go attitude
e 4. Explores both fine and gross motor skills
e 5. Independently exploring risk benefits and challenge

Confident communicators
e 1. Repetitive action and rhyme
e 2. Dialogic reading and helicopter stories
e 3. Respectful awareness of views and voice of others
e 4, Self-registration, name cards, mark-making and understanding text carries meaning
e 5. Confident to share thoughts experiences and ask questions

Personal resilience and well-being
e 1. Settling-in and attachment to key person
e 2. learning the ACE routine and knowledge of the environment
e 3. ACE rules and boundaries
e 4. Embrace challenges
e 5. Self-regulation and conflict resolution
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Areas of Learning and Development

The EYFS is made up of 7 Areas of Learning and Development, all of which are inter-connected and equally
important.

The Areas of Learning and Development are:

Specific Areas

e Understanding the World (UW)

e Literacy (L)

e Mathematics (M)

e Expressive Arts and Design (EAD)

The following Early Learning Goals are crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. Each area of learning is implemented through
planned, purposeful play which accompany the following characteristics of learning:

Characteristics of Effective Learning

e Playing and Exploring — engagement
e Active learning — motivation
e Creating and thinking critically — thinking

To support the EYFS we have continuous provision activities which are available during every session:

e Qutdoor play with sandpit, mud kitchen, ride on bikes/tricycles/scooters/climbing frame, play house
plus a variety of equipment to promote gross motor development

e STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) based activities

e Mindfulness activities

e Dedicated art room where children will engage in painting, mark making, sculpting with clay, sensory
experiences and loose parts.

e Dedicated ‘ACE Workshop’ equipped with wooden construction materials, junk modelling and tool
boxes which include real tools for the children to use with 1:1 adult support.

e Role Play Room

e Small world activities

e Construction toys

e Open access to a book corner in every room

e Library

e Engagement with our local community and trip outings

e Big Room with choice of games, activities, constructions toys and mark making table

We offer the children a mixture of adult led and child initiated activities throughout each session; offering
support and guidance when required, but allowing the children to self select, challenge themselves and follow
their own interests. Through close and regular observations, staff plan activities and offer resources to aid the
children’s progress across all areas of the curriculum.
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